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Spring and Summer Club Newsletter 2008
      Club Principal Sponsors

SEASON 2008 – 2009





The club is already making plans for next season and there are a number of big changes about to take place over the summer.


JUNIORS


The juniors (U11/U12) will make the step up to the 11-a-side game and are working towards making their debuts at U13 level. The coaching team will be kept busy over the summer as they build the squad for this new challenge.


YOUTH TEAM�it will be all change for the youth side next season. The squad will make the traditional move from Sunday football to Saturday. It won’t suit everyone as lads and officials have other long-standing commitments which may not allow them to make the move to Saturday games. Youth coaches, Dave Thompson and Peter White will be leaving their posts due to the change in fixture days. Dave due to family commitments and Peter who wishes to get back to playing rather than coach. The club thanks them both for their outstanding service to the club this season, and especially to Pete who has been involved for a number of seasons.�Team secretary Gary McKenzie is happy to continue next season. All going well, and with new a coaching team in place, the club will be fully behind the youth squad next season and with the signing of additional players the youth team should make the move to Saturday fixtures with some ease.


SOCCER 4s�the club is on the verge of establishing a new section to coach children aged 5, 6 and 7. The club aims to put a coaching team in place soon. More news to follow.





The club development committee has been reviewing and evaluating the clubs winter use of the Astroturf at Leith Academy.�For a number of seasons the club has found it an increasing struggle to commit to the ever rising costs of using the Astroturf and at a cost of £204 per month for 3 hours per week, its stretching funds to the limit. The club has discussed the possible construction of a portable floodlight system at Pilrig Park that can be utilised next winter. A non-complicated and simple system that works from a small generator is being investigated. This would allow all our sections to use Pilrig Park and school from Monday to Sunday for considerably less than it costs to use the Astro complex. A decision will be made in summer.�
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RACE NIGHT


The club is pushing ahead with its Jubilee celebrations. First off will be a fundraising Race Night on Saturday 8 March in the function room of the Coopers Rest, Easter Road. Tickets priced £5 will include light buffet and Horse ownership. Tickets are limited to 60 and can be purchased from section leaders. Proceeds will be used to cover the service costs of the club’s Mini-Bus. This event is open to over 18s only.�GOLF DAY�is being planned for May. Only limited spaces are available for this event with costs of £30/£40 per person to include full breakfast on arrival, round of golf, post match meal, and coach to and from event. �Arrangements for this event are being handled by club officials Tom Burnett and Mac Tait; however interested parties can contact the chairman through the usual channels.


SPONSORED MARATHON�Plans are being made to participate in the Edinburgh Marathon. The club hopes to enter two relay teams to take part in the event. Funds raised will be split between charities and agencies working with local children. Senior players and club officials will make up the bulk of the relay teams, but if any parent wishes to take part let us know and we’ll welcome you aboard.


SPONSORED TREK �Ever fancied walking part of the West Highland Way? Senior players and officials are looking into the possibility of walking part of this scenic route to raise funds. Youth players will also be invited to take part. What about parents?�Anyone wanting to tag along and help raise funds let us know.


ANNUAL PRESENTATION CEREMONY�we’ve decided to visit the age old problem of a full club annual awards event. Many of you will be familiar with the problems the club has encountered in the past with the problems of booking a venue that was willing to accept an event that included U18 guests. Recent awards nights have been individual section affairs, with each section arranging their own ceremonies, but we feel that for us to celebrate the Jubilee in some style and with ex-players, honorary members and past and present sponsors possibly being added to the guest list, the club is working towards booking a function room that can accommodate all age groups. Possible dates in May are being floated and we hope to have a confirmed venue in place soon.�REDPATH ALBION STUDENT AWARD�The club is delighted to announce that our coaching and playing base at Pilrig Park Special Needs School, has accepted our offer to bestow an award to the schools outstanding sports pupil in honour of our Jubilee celebrations.�The club’s Jubilee Award will be presented annually from this year, with the club being invited to present the trophy at the schools annual prize giving in late June 2008
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� Many years ago the club ran a very successful used boot-bank. It’s a simple idea – Players of all ages gift their used boots to the club in the hope that other club members may benefit. How many pairs of perfectly usable boots end up in a bin only because the owner has out grown them? Our youth members would benefit greatly from boots donated by the seniors, and the juniors gaining from boots gifted by the youth members. The biggest benefactors of this scheme would be the mini-colts members, as parents would be able to access boots before investing in a pair costing £30+. The club will sell each pair for £5. £2.50 of this fee will go to the club’s adopted Jubilee charity. Speak to your section leader to donate.
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