TRANENT  4  V  3  REDPATH ALBION

SUNDAY 5th  SEPTEMBER

K.O. 11.00am

Redpath travelled down the east coast to Elphinstone, home park of Tranent for todays league match. With hopes running high for another 3 points, the first half was pretty much dominated by Redpath with about six or seven corners and a sustained presence in and around the home sides 18yd box but just couldn’t find that killer touch in front of goal. Dickson, Ross and Martin fired shots right, left and over goal just failing to find the net on numerous occasions. 20mins in Tranent found the net with an easily tapped home strike from 3 yd giving them a goal against the run of play, but that’s football! Defenders Scott, Graham, McKenzie and G. Thomson were coping with the Tranent front-runners snuffing out most attacks with ease. Both teams were however, having with trouble with some of the refs decisions and it was about to get worse for Redpath in the second half.

HALF-TIME 

TRANENT  1  V  0  REDPATH ALBION

After their halftime team talk and some much needed fluids taken on board by the players the second half got underway. McElhone replaced Cowan in midfield and Redpath started the second half as they finished the first. It was only 5 mins in when Ross got his name on the score sheet slipping a well-timed shot passed the Tranent keeper. 1-1 and Redpath started reaping their rewards for all the pressure they were applying. 3mins later and Martin beat the keeper as Redpath edged in front 2-1. Dickson came close a couple of minutes later hitting the post with a quality shot from 20yds. There were a few more questionable offside decisions by the ref (against both teams I have to add) and it was breaking down the flow of the game. Martin hit the net again on the 65 minute mark and it looked like the game was almost cut and dried but there was more drama to come yet. Hashmat replaced Allan and Speight replaced McKenzie as Redpath freshened up some of the legs on the steep sloping park. Prentice was putting over some nice balls on the left but the big Tranent defenders were clearing their lines by usually thumping it back up the field to their strikers. Tranent scored with 10 mins to go and a new lease of life was upon them. 2-3 and the ref was about to play a huge part in the outcome of this game. Tranent scored again from a move that looked offside but when a referee is 50yds behind play he’s not in the best position to blow the whistle.3-3 5mins to go and the game was heading for a draw, or so we thought. From a big clearance by a Tranent player 20yds in to the Redpath half, two Tranent players were at least 2-3 yds offside. Did the whistle blow for offside? NO! The ref was 60yds away in the other half and even the Tranent coaches admitted after the game the ref got it badly wrong on several occasions but they weren’t complaining as the resulting move put 2 Tranent players clean through with the Redpath defenders 8 feet in their wake behind with the end result a goal that gave Tranent the victory. On at least half a dozen occasions I saw players from both sides taking throw-ins when they were 2 feet on the park and the ref never even noticed. The ref left the park the instant he blew the whistle and missed a very unsavoury incident between opposing players to which I will give no space on this paper for the shocking content involved. HE SHOULD HAVE STILL BEEN ON THE PITCH BUT DIDN’T EVEN BOTHER TO SHAKE HANDS AFTER THE GAME, AS HE KNEW HE’D HAD A ‘SHOCKER’ AND COULDN’T WAIT TO GET OFF THE PARK. I asked him after the game in the changing room when he came to collect his fee how he could be so wrong with a basic decision at such a crucial stage of the game and was told by him he was answering no questions regarding the game. 

He spoilt what was a very good game and with referees able to make around £100.00 per weekend covering 4 games between Saturday and Sunday it is about time they became accountable for their actions.

I do not know who the ref was or where he came from and I have to say he is not typical of all referees as I have met many good ones in my years of coaching, but I do feel it is time that a ref should be accountable to team coaches after games so at least we can give the young players involved some explanation of their actions.

We spend hours coaching young players teaching them offside rules and how to take a throw-in properly etc…  for what? A game like this makes it all seem a waste of time really when a referee puts in a very poor performance and can jump in his car, money in pocket, off to his next game without as much as a single word of explanation! 

FULL-TIME

TRANENT  4  V  3  REDPATH ALBION

