REDPATH ALBION  3  V  4  HADDINGTON STAR  

LOTHIAN BUSES CUP

SUNDAY 3rd OCTOBER, PILRIG PARK

K.O. 11.00am

Second division leaders Haddington Star were todays visitors for the Lothian Buses Cup tie. Redpath were looking to get back to their winning ways after a couple of heavy defeats in two previous away cup ties with their first game on home soil since the end of August. Haddington struck first in 15mins with a shot from 6 yds finding the bottom left corner of the net. A rare handling error from keeper Ramsay gifted the visitors a second 11mins later doubling the visitors’ lead. 0 – 2 and were we in for another resounding defeat? Redpath picked up the pace of the game and started playing some nice football as half time approached with Scott having a great game at the back playing sweeper. Hashmat was also giving a good account of himself in left mid-field as the ref brought the first half to a close.

HALF-TIME

REDPATH ALBION  0  V  2  HADDINGTON STAR

A couple of tactical changes made at halftime saw Redpath take the game by the scruff of the neck (and gave it a damn good shake) as the Haddington midfield playmakers were taken out of the equation marked out the game by Allan and Thomson. With the home side having most of the possession it was only 7mins into the second half when Martin fired home a shot from 18yds. 5 mins later Ross levelled the game stroking home from inside the box as the visitors wondered what had hit them. Hannigan and Dickson worked well together down the right and caused Haddington all sorts of problems keeping up with the pace of the game. On the 50 minute mark Martin sent the team into raptures as he fired Redpath into the lead. 3 – 2 and the game had been turned on its head with spirited comeback from the home team. At this stage it looked like there was only going to be one winner as the Haddington touchline was silenced and their team heads started to drop, but lady luck was about to deal us a couple of killer blows!! McKenzie and Graham were having solid games at the back as the clock ticked down with ten minutes to go. McElhone came on with a fresh pair of legs for McKenzie and Rennie replaced Allan in midfield. Unbelievably, a freak bounce from an up and under from a Haddington player went over the Redpaths’ keepers head making it 3 – 3 with 5mins to go. With Redpath the superior team for most of the game they always looked like the favourites to win the tie but another freak deflection and bad bounce saw the ball in the Redpath net again with a minute to go. There was no way back from here as the final whistle went as we were still reeling from 2 freak goals in 5 mins from a team that had been taken apart by Redpath for most of the second half.

All I can say is “well done lads, a great performance, WE WAS ROBBED!!!!”     

