REDPATH ALBION  5  V  4  DALKEITH CYP

TROPHY AND GLASS SEMI-FINAL

SUNDAY 12th DEC.

K.O. 11.00am PILRIG PARK

With a chance to qualify for our first final of the season today, much improved visitors Dalkeith were at Pilrig looking for revenge for a 10-2 hammering dished out to them several weeks ago at the same venue.

The game started and after only 1 min Hannigan opened the scoring with a delightful shot from just inside the 18yd box and that ‘déjà vu’ feeling came to mind. The visitors though dug in and were giving a fighting account of themselves as they came close a couple of times to levelling the score. Left back Graham had an outstanding game today and it was he, on more than one occasion, stopped Dalkeith opening their account .Redpath to their credit, stuck to the task in hand as Scott, McKenzie and Thomson defended well today but were caught napping a couple of times handing chances on a plate to the visitors. Hannigan made it 2-0 to the home side with 20 mins played and by now the team were realising that this game was not going to be the ‘easy’ win they had expected. Midfield powerhouse Kirkham had to be subbed after 25 mins with a strained thigh muscle and was replaced by Allan the centre of the park. Martin made it 3-0 to Redpath on the half hour mark, from a long ball played forward by sweeper Scott, rifling home a shot from 15 yards. Redpath were now taking control of the game but as the halftime whistle we were in for some surprises in the second half.

REDPATH ALBION  3  V  0  DALKEITH CYP

Dalkeith started the second half like ‘bats out of hell’, for the sake of a better cliché, and it only took 5 mins into the second half when the scored their first goal. They were not going to give up on this semi-final yet as the goal sparked a new lease of life. 3mins later and they found the net again as Redpath for the first time in the match were being outpaced by the visitors.3-2 and it was ‘match on’ again. The sizable support brought along by the visitors was getting behind their team with some vocal support and the lads were responding to it. Ross came close for Redpath at the other end which would have silenced the visitors but a good save by the keeper and a long kick out then a Dakeith player fired in a shot which ended up in the back of the Redpath net and it was 3-3. Who would have believed it!! Redpath keeper Munro was unsighted with 2 of the goals and was having a decent game between the sticks. McKenzie and Allan were replaced by Rennie and McElhone with the hope of fresh legs and a bit of pace injected into the team clinching the winner. Hannigan picked up a pass from Dickson and drove through the Dalkeith defence like a steamroller and duly despatched it into the back of the net giving Redpath back a precious lead. 4-3 and we were back in business. Hashmat lay on a nice pass to Martin who took the ball past 2 players, rounded the keeper and made it 5-3 to Redpath with only 3 mins to go. Surely Dalkeith would give up now! Not a chance. They found the net in the 70th minute and now in stoppage time Redpath were holding on by the skin of their teeth, but hold on they did and as the final whistle came and the celebrations started with a final now to look forward to against Edina Hibs next year.

A cracking game with the odd goal favouring Redpath and no disgrace on Dalkeith who made us fight right up to the last minute of the game. 

WELL DONE REDPATH. LET’S HOPE THE FINAL HAS THE SAME RESULT!!!   

