SCOTTISH CUP 2nd ROUND
(sponsored by the Dunfermline Building Society)
SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER
ARMADALE THISTLE  (2) 2 .v. 2 (1)  REDPATH ALBION
@ VOLUNTEER PARK, ARMADALE (West Lothian)   
I make no apology for using the old cliché "A game of two halves" but there is no other way to describe this game. Anyone would have thought that Redpath would be" up for it" in the second round of the Scottish Cup playing at Armadale Juniors ground, but it took about 35 minutes to sink in. 
Armadale went one up in about 15 minutes with a high ball knocked on by one of their big forwards into the path of another striker,( who was a mile offside! ), firing an unstoppable shot past A. ROBBINS. Redpath struggled to find an answer to the goal coming close from MINTO and RAEBURN a couple of times but the killer touch eluding them in front of goal. Ten minutes later Armadale struck again with another ball over the top, not cleared by the defence, which was slotted away by the home side. Things were starting to look ominous for Redpath but the Armadale keeper threw Redpath a lifeline just before halftime, bringing down MINTO in the box giving away a penalty. He was duly booked by the Ref and should have considered himself lucky to stay on the pitch, but the local Referee did not see it as a sending off offence. RAEBURN sent the keeper the wrong way making it 2-1 to the home side.

HALFTIME 

ARMADALE THISTLE  2 - 1 REDPATH ALBION 
  

 With a few changes in the structure of the team made in the second half and COLLINS replacing BROWN playing at right mid-field, Redpath at last started playing football. SALTON now playing sweeper and WHITE marking "the big guy in the middle", most of the game was now centered around the home teams' goal. Shots flew at the home goal from all over the pitch, hitting the post, fling over the bar and a couple of great saves by the Armadale keeper. Numerous corners were won by Redpath and with about 10 minutes to go the equaliser came from a corner on the right nodded home by COLLINS. Game On. There now looked like there was only going to be one winner as the home team were now looking down and out. Chance after chance now fell to Redpath but some-one "up there" was looking after Armadale as they somehow managed to hang on to the final whistle, with looks of relief in the home dug-out as the game ended. 

With honours even, the re-play will be at Pilrig next week so lets hope their "gods" don't travel well and will be absent next Sunday! 
  

FULLTIME 
ARMADALE THISTLE  2 - 2 REDPATH ALBION 
  

As a footnote may we take this opportunity to thank Armadale Thistle for their post match hospitality and the lovely food and hot drinks they laid on which were much appreciated on a cold October afternoon. 
It is with reluctance after such a warm welcome that I have to mention that stones, a bottle, a coke can and unbelievably, a firework, which exploded a few feet from our goal-keeper, were thrown by local youths during the game from behind the goals, probably in a futile gesture to try and unsettle our keeper. It didn't work as he came through unhurt and resolute in goal as ever. 

I'm sure Armadale Thistle, being a club of good standing and promoting fair play, will take steps to make sure this unacceptable behavior will be eradicated in the future.  
