Wednesday 25 August

League

Redpath Albion 3 (1) v (0) 2 Portobello Thistle

@ Pilrig Park

Albion prepared for their first home league game of the season with an opening day win under their belt and they went looking for another 3 points at Pilrig.

Injury forced 2 changes from Saturday’s winning line-up with Kevin Ross and O’Donnell failing fitness tests, although O’Donnell was given a place on the bench. Player manager Barr also failed a fitness test and sat out his second successive game. Nicholson was awarded his home debut in central midfield.
With both sides winning their opening day games, it was evident early on that the ‘fear’ of losing was in the air as both sides struggled to get going. There was a lack of action at either end and both keepers were rarely called into action during the opening quarter, indeed it was fully 29 Minutes before Albion forced the visiting keeper to scramble a Victor effort round his post. We had to wait another 6 Minutes before Wallace was tested, as he positioned himself well to brilliantly block a shot as the Albion back four were prised open for the first time. The save was to prove a turning point as within 60 seconds a long ball out of defence was chased by Crawford who rounded the keeper to thunder the ball into the net in 37 Minutes to make it 1-0
Albion just about deserved their lead as both teams headed for the interval.

HALF TIME  1-0

If the home crowd were waiting for the vital spark that would bring this game to life, they had to wait until 52 Minutes. Alas, it wasn’t a home strike they witnessed but a scrappy equaliser as Portobello stepped up the pressure 1-1
Would this goal shake the home side into action? Not quite. It took another goal from the visitors before Albion would be shaken from their lethargy. On the hour mark a surging run and shot emanating from the visiting midfield caused panic in the home defence, and failure to clear the danger cleanly was punished decisively and Albion found themselves behind. 1-2
As with Saturday Albion had surrendered a 1 goal lead, but unlike Saturday when they were well on top, this deficit would be harder to ‘claw’ back and would take a real effort to overturn.
Albion made a change in 76 Minutes, when John Russell replaced Nicholson. Russell slipped into left back, Irvine moved to centre half and Huxtable was pushed into central midfield in order to provide some fresh energy. But before, the changes could gather momentum, Wallace looked lively and made a good save as he sprang to the edge of his area and smothered a dangerous through ball. From this point on, Albion came to life. A series for corners had the visitors rattled as they tried to weather the onslaught. Their desperate efforts were found to be in vain when in 81 Minutes a clever through ball found Kerr who prodded the ball beyond the keeper to make it 2-2 Sensing an improbable 3 points were now a possibility Albion stepped up another gear and with Huxtable driving them on from midfield the forced another corner in 88 Minutes. As both sides grappled for position the home crowd and referee couldn’t fail to spot Huxtable being bundled to the ground inside the area. The only award the referee could give was a penalty, and it was left to Cowan to expertly convert the spot kick to make it 3-2
FULL TIME 3-2

Summary

Boy did we leave it late!.  A good 3 points, against a side who will be possibly one of the better sides in the division. This was a real ‘Chalk and Cheese’ performance from Albion. A joy to watch on Saturday, but a side who failed to get going against Portobello. Still, we can reflect on the points being bagged, whatever the level of performance. Injuries to key players’ this early in the season are a worry, and the length of recovery time could be a major factor in this season’s ambitions. 
