Wednesday 1 September
League

Caledonian Highlanders (0) 3 v 1 (1) Redpath Albion

@ Peffermill Sports Ground KO 6.15pm

It was crash, bang, wallop for Albion at Peffermill as they suffered a second half smash and grab from the home side. Albion, although missing full-back Kevin Ross due to work commitments, and with Stevenson declaring himself fit after a bout of Flu and Kerr and Barr almost back to fitness they had their full squad available for the first time this season.
After a great winning start to the season Albion were in confident mood and after a slow start the midfield got to grips with the wide expanse of park and began to stroke the ball about with some conviction. The first 20 Minutes saw Albion take the game to the home side and they forced a series of corners that had the Highlanders hemmed in their own half for long spells. They twice came close when headers from Crawford and Cowan went just wide. The homes side were happy to attack on the break and attacks were swift, but rare. In 24 Minutes one of these forays up the park found left Albion flat footed but came to nothing. As Albion were well on top, but at this time with nothing to show for it, Ferguson was finding acres of space down the right flank and was causing problems. However, in 33 Minutes it was a move down the other flank that brought dividends, when Cowan threaded a great pass down the wing for Stevenson to out-pace his marker and slide an inch perfect shot round the keeper to make it 0-1and bag his 6th goal in two games.
Albion continued to enjoy a lot of possession in midfield and with O’Donnell spraying passes right and left and with Cowan and Ferguson creating opening’s in the home back-line with their wing play, it was puzzling why Albion ended the half only 0-1 in front
HALF TIME 0-1
The second half started as the 1st ended with Albion dictating the play and Highlanders struggling to get to grips with the pace. The first 15 Minutes of the second period provided a series of half-chances for Albion, but the failure to add to their tally brought frustration and the need to gamble in order to try and kill off the game was to back-fire dramatically. Albion were happy to pile forward and apply more pressure, but in doing so left themselves short at the back, and they suffered when in 63 Minutes, CRASH they found themselves back on level terms when the ball was slipped past Wallace to make it 

1-1. Six Minutes later it was 2-1 when under pressure at the edge of the box, BANG, the home team’s penalty claim was upheld when the striker was upended in the box. Albion could have no complaints as the spot-kick, which Wallace almost saved, squirmed over the line to make it 2-1
Albion replaced Victor with Kerr in order to inject some pace up front, but just as quick as this change was made, Albion were caught again, when WALLOP, the killer blow came as Caledonian scored number 3 in 76 Minutes 3-1. Worse was to come 2 Minutes later when another break ended with left back Irvine being adjudged to have handled on the line. The inevitable red card followed as Albion went down to 10 men, but a sigh of relief came when the spot-kick crashed off the post and went wide. Albion then ‘sacrificed’ striker Stevenson with John Russell, his replacement, slipping in at left back.
This reshuffle meant Albion, who were still in this game, could maintain some shape at the back, but now playing with a lone striker, would have to rely heavily on the midfield to claw their way back into the game. With time running out another Albion corner (we had so many we lost count) Crawford forced the home keeper to bring off a tremendous save. Another great run and cross from Ferguson flew tantalisingly across the face of goal, but with no takers it flew wide. Seconds later a corner from the left was expertly placed by Cowan and produced problems in the home defence as Crawford’s hooked shot went inches over. With only 5 Minutes remaining O’Brien replaced Nicholson in central midfield and his first pass sent Ferguson up the wing who won another corner which was only half cleared. As the ball was fed back into the area Huxtable was unlucky to see his overhead kick come crashing off the upright before being hacked away. It was to be the last incident of the game as Albion kept up the pressure, but failing to reduce the deficit.
FULL TIME 3-1

Team

WALLACE

FERGUSON

McCALLUM

HUXTABLE

IRVINE


VICTOR (KERR 69)
O’DONNELL

NICHOLSON (O’BRIEN 85)

COWAN

STEVENSON (J RUSSELL 78)
CRAWFORD

Subs not used:- Barr – Grieve (GK)

Verdict
A real smash and grab by the home side. Keeper Wallace only had to make one save in the whole game, such was Albion dominance.
Albion again dominated the play and, the first half display was on a par with the previous three games where they outplayed their opponents in the first forty-five Minutes. Failure to capitalise on the tempting cross balls from all area’ and especially from the service given from Cowan, Ferguson and O’Donnell left the team pointless even after mounting pressure throughout the game. 
After our great start to the season, this game which left us pointless, despite the efforts of the squad and the unprecedented possession enjoyed by Albion, will re-focus us on the attacking and defensive, as well as the tactical imperfections of the game.
It’s still early in the season, and there is much to play for, but we have to learn fast…..
