Saturday 9 October

Scottish Cup Rd 2

Redpath Albion  (2) 4 v 1  (1) Patisserie FC

@ Pilrig Park

The Ams were made to battle hard and it was no easy passage into the next round of the Scottish Cup. Two tactical changes were made to last weeks winning line-up with full back Ferguson

Slipping back in for Kevin Ross, and Captain Rob Huxtable making the starting X1 in place of O’Brien. The visitors had not had the best of starts to their season and were languishing at the foot of their table still looking for their first win. On this display the win won’t be long in coming as they troubled Albion from first to last, despite the 4-1 shoreline.

If Albion presumed they were in for an easy game it was brought home to them as early as the eighth minute when a stunning free kick left Wallace with no chance as the ball shot high into the net to put the visitors in front 0-1 Albion’s reply was a one-on-one break with Barr shooting weakly at the keeper. The visitors were playing a dangerous game with an off-side trap that was begging to be beaten and it was, when in 17 Minutes Barr was sent through and picked his spot to make it 1-1
Patissirie were not deterred by this and they spread the ball about with some confidence and just edging the midfield battle. Albion were forced into a change on the half-hour mark when Spaniard Victor Lozano was replaced after a hamstring injury. His replacement Kerr made an instant impact as he played a short ball in the box for Barr to crash home from short range to put Albion in front

 2-1 With the home side now in front the large home crowd were expecting thing’s to settle down, but as the interval drew nearer, the visitors were still very much in the game.

HALF TIME  2-1


No changes from either side, and no let up in the commitment from either, as the robust tackling kept the crowd on their toes. Albion were now making the width of the park work to their advantage and the persistence of the visitors to use the off-side trap saw Albion work the ball down the wings where Minto and Kerr were causing problems. Thirteen Minutes into the second period a smart move down the right gave full back Ferguson the opportunity to break down the right and his low cross was diverted past the Patisserie keeper by his own defender to put Albion 3-1 up
With some light now between both teams Albion needed to “wrap-up” the game and fresh legs were shown when Crawford replaced Minto in 64 Minutes. If anything the 2 goal cushion only served to galvanize the visitors resolve as they battled for and won a large percentage of possession which kept the pressure on the home side as they held on to their two goal advantage. However, with nothing to show for their possession Albion scored the decisive goal in 79 Minutes when Cowan’s persistence paid of and his foray into the box rebounded off the keeper and sat up nicely for Barr to drive home at close range to grab his hat-trick and his teams fourth goal. 4-1
If Albion thought this strike would finish off the stuffy resistance of the visitors, it was to take a point blank save from Wallace in 83 Minutes to keep his team’s 3 goal advantage. Albion made their third change of the game when K Ross replaced Huxtable with 5 Minutes to go and it was a relieved home crowd who welcomed the referees’ whistle after three Minutes of injury time.
FULL TIME  4-1

TEAM

WALLACE


FERGUSON

McCALLUM

HUXTABLE (K ROSS)
IRVINE

VICTOR (KERR)
O’DONNELL

STEVENSON

COWAN

MINTO (CRAWFORD)
BARR

SUBS NOT USED: O’BRIEN, SALTON

Verdict

Another lacklustre display from a tired looking Albion side who although scoring four made hard work of their
Scottish Cup encounter.
 The visitors can take great credit for pushing Albion all the way and for their stuffy display.
 Albion, well it was another below par performance where we ground out a result. 
The puzzling thing is that this squad is capable of performing so much better and with us
approaching a critical two Month period in the run-up too Xmas, the next round of the Scottish Cup,

a difficult East of Scotland tie away to the Holders, and some crunch league games round the
corner, starting with a sticky away match this week v Bonnyrigg, we need to up the ante
if we have any aspirations of clinching some silverware this season.



