	Saturday 7 May 2005
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Redpath Albion (2) 6 v 0 (0) Haddington AFC
@ Pilrig Park , KO 2pm
Albion demolished 4th placed Haddington with a sizzling second half display of quality football.
The Ams line-up had an unfamiliar look as they made some changes and went for an attacking
4-5-1 formation. Stevenson and Irvine dropped to the bench with Salton and Kerr making the starting line-up
The visitors came to Pilrig sitting in fourth place and confident that with an eight game unbeaten run
they could cause the league leaders some problems and it was always the case that if Albion didn't approach this
game with the right attitude then defeat could be an outcome.
However, as early as the 4th Minute a Kerr cross flashed across the goal and was touched wide by Cowan. From then
on Albion were in total command. A series of corners, expertly delivered by Ferguson caused havoc in the opposition
penalty area and it was from one a corner that Huxtable reacted first to crash a shot from close into the roof of the net.
1-0. It had taken 19 Minutes to make the breakthrough, but the homes side only had to wait a further 10 Minutes for Albion
to go two up. Another Ferguson corner was delivered to the near post where Kerr brilliantly volley a shot from an acute angle
to give the keeper no chance and make it 2-0.
A 5 Minute flurry from Haddington almost saw them creep back into the game when a corner was headed straight into the 
arms of Wallace when it looked easier to score. Haddington enjoyed their best spell towards the end of the half and 
showed signs that this game was needing a third goal if Albion were to calm the nerves.
HALF TIME 2-0
No changes form either side as the half got underway and Albion continued to dominate the midfield.
For all Albion's possession, they couldn't find the third goal. In 56 Minutes Frank Ross shot wide when he 
should have done better. 3 Minutes later the same player crashed a shot over the bar from just inside the 
area. In 64 Minutes Ferguson shot inches over as the ball shaved the cross-bar. Albion made a change with
Stevenson replacing Frank Ross and then O'Donnell picked up a knock and was replaced by O'Brien. 
within 6 Minutes it had paid dividends. A clever pass from O'Brien led to a great one-two 
between Ferguson and Salton, that sent Stevenson's forward and his cross was met by Barr who had the easiest of chances to make it 3-0.
At last it now looked like there would only be one winner as Albion played some of their best football in weeks.
With O'Brien orchestrating the creativity from midfield, some of the crisp one-touch passing was superb.
In 77 Minutes another great ball from O'Brien fed Ferguson down the right and his cross was met
superbly by Barr, but with the keeper rooted to the spot and well beaten the header flew inches wide.
Two Minutes later Albion replaced Barr with young striker Minto and with his first touch he made a
massive contribution. O'Brien sprayed a great pass wide right to Salton and his first time pass was 
brilliantly head flicked by Minto into the path of Ferguson who "danced" past the full-back to
pick his spot and make it 4-0. Two Minutes later another great O'Brien pass found Minto in the 
clear and his great cross was met perfectly by Stevenson to make it 5-0. Albion were now running riot and
it was no surprise when a brilliant ball from Kerr left Minto in the clear and the 17 year-old slid the ball
home like an aged veteran to make it a comfortable 6-0 win for the home side.
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Handshakes all round as Huxtable makes it 1-0
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Ferguson free-kick goes just over
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Minto races clear to make it 6-0
 
TEAM

Wallace

Salton                      Huxtable                  McCallum                   K Ross

Ferguson            Cowan               F Ross (Stevenson)              O'Donnell  (O'Brien)             Kerr

Barr  (Minto)

Subs not used:-  Irvine, Victor Lozano
 

Summary

Albion were back to their best in this game, especially in the final 15 Minutes
when they played some great stuff. With only one fixture remaining and the fact that 
nearest rivals Arniston also won, the league will end next week on a knife edge.
If Albion win and Arniston lose or draw then the title heads for Pilrig. 
Likewise, Arniston will be hoping for the same slip from Albion.
If both sides win, then a play-off will decide this season's Champions.
Another clean sheet for the home side and the performance of the 
squad were a great way to end their Pilrig Park fixtures.
Kerr was back to his best following a 3 month spell with a persistent injury.
Ferguson and Salton cemented their partnership down the right.
The back four were solid and not in the mood for being charitable, with
Wallace a firm pair of hands behind them. The midfield, where a total
7 players played a part in the win was a mixture of graft and creation
especially O'Brien, who proved with 3 wonderful passes, that he has what it,
takes to be big player for Albion in the future. Barr was as industrious as
ever, and led the line wonderfully during the first 77 Mins of the game, but even
the player manager would have to acknowledge the lively input from the young Minto
who brought a varied dimension to the attacking system as Albion finished the game
in some style. Now for next week's crunch. Probably the most important ninety minutes of the season
 


