Albion went into this match knowing that 3 points would pull them further away from
 the chasing pack of championship hopefuls. The seasonal weather had ensured the park was heavy 
and it was going to be a test of both sides fitness.

The home side showed two changes from last week with, Ferguson and Cowan coming in for 
Kevin Ross and Crawford. Early indication were that the visitors were not going

to leave Pilrig without leaving their mark and the stream of early tackles had the 

referee working hard to assert his authority. Despite the tough tackling it

was Craigmillar who forced the play in the early exchanges and Wallace

looked on form when he turned a rasping shot round his near post in 11 Minutes.
Albion were taking a long time to get into their stride and it was 15 Minutes before they

forced the opposition keeper to turn a great shot out for a corner.
However, the game sprang to life in 21 Minutes when a botched clearance from 

the Craigmillar keeper fell kindly for Kerr who outstripped his marker to fire a 

great shot into the far corner to open Albion’s account. 1-0
The opener settled the home side and they began to battle for control, but Craigmillar had other ideas
as they contested every ball and gave Albion no time to build up any momentum in their play.
But, the home side kept plugging away and in 33 Minutes a mix-up in the Craigmillar defence saw, Kerr shoot against the 
keeper’s legs, then fall kindly to Barr who was first to react and slide the ball home 2-0
This second strike seemed to inspire Craigmillar and they enjoyed their best spell in the game as they
applied some intense pressure, but found it difficult to break down the determined Albion
defence. Their determination did bring dividends when they deservedly crept back into the game
to reduce the deficit on the stroke of half time as their right midfield player got the break of the ball and 
found himself in acres of space to slip his shot past the exposed Wallace 2-1.

HALF TIME 2-1

The 2nd half resumed as the first ended with the visitors maintaining their robust attempts to stop Albion

Getting into their stride and the pattern of play revolved around numerous midfield battles, with very little

attacking activity at either end. Both keepers, when called on, were rarely troubled and as the half progressed

both sides made changes in attempt to freshen thing’s up. In 66 Minutes Albion replaced Salton with

O’Donnell in midfield in a move to step up the pressure in midfield. In 69 Minutes Albion should have increased 

their lead when the ball fell kindly for Barr but his half-volley flew high over the bar.
Craigmillar were doggedly clinging to the possibility of snatching a point and continued to 

give the home defence some trouble with their long high ball tactics, but it was the home back line that stood

firm and cancelled out any threat with Ferguson, McCallum, Huxtable and Irvine, coping well.

With 16 Minutes on the clock, Albion made a double switch with strikers Barr and Kerr making

way for Minto and Crawford. The two fresh front men, injected some much needed ‘bite’ up front
and were instrumental in applying a renewed threat in attack, and in 82 Minutes the pressure applied by both strikers
enforced a defensive error as they caused panic in the Craigmillar defence. The ball broke nicely to Minto who

casually lobbed the keeper to make it 3-1. This should have wrapped up the points, but the visitors were having none

of it as they piled forward. In 86 Minutes they won a free-kick on the edge of the area and the visiting no6 curled a 

great shot past the outstretched arms of Wallace to make it 3-2.  With the seconds ticking away a loose ball in the 

Albion box saw the visiting striker line up to score a certain goal only for Huxtable to stretch with a last gasp clearance

this was gratefully smothered by Wallace. It was a relieved Albion that welcomed the ref’s final whistle.

FULL TIME 3-2

TEAM


WALLACE


FERGUSON
McCALLUM
HUXTABLE
IRVINE


SALTON (O’DONNELL) 
F ROSS

STEVENSON

COWAN


BARR (CRAWFORD)

KERR (MINTO)


Subs not used: K. ROSS, VICTOR

VERDICT

It was a nervy 3 points for Albion, but very welcome nevertheless. It was a physical encounter that
never allowed the skilful players the time or the space to flourish, in underfoot conditions that 

were far from ideal. Key players’ had quieter day than usual and it was a day when Albion never

built up any rhythm to their play. The back-line, stood firm and gave little away, but the midfield had to dig in 

and match the physical presence man-for-man throughout the 90 Minutes. Very few chances were created by 

either side, however Albion took the opportunities that came their way and with 3 of the four strikers

getting on the score sheet it was a valuable days work, as their contribution now gives Albion a

four point lead at the top of the table.
