Saturday 4 September

League

Haddington FC  (0) 0 v 2 (0)  Redpath Albion

@ Jack Kane Centre

This important win enabled Albion to put some ‘daylight’ between their promotion rivals as they opened up a 4 Point gap. As Haddington’s home park was out of bounds, this game was switched to Jack Kane Centre, and it proved a switch to far for the home sides league chances.
Albion were missing 3 key players and it would be a test of the squad’s depth as the side was re-shuffled to take account of this.

Under a blazing sun Albion were looking to get back on track after Wednesday’s loss, and with Haddington only 3 points adrift of Albion the squad were expecting to dig in and take something from this game. A midfield five, of Victor, O’Brien, Cowan, Nicholson and Russell, gave very little space for the home side to flourish and with Crawford playing as the lone striker, patience and a measured approach was called for as the home side won the toss and opted to play with the stiff breeze at their backs. However, even with this wind assistance, they rarely troubled the Albion back line and indeed, it was Albion who created the best chances of the half, when in 37 Minutes a great one-two between Crawford and Victor, ended with the latter crashing his angled drive just past the home keepers far post. The 3 Minutes later a brilliant turn and shot by Crawford came crashing of the cross-bar and was cleared to safety. Albion could be happy with their first half performance and were looking to open up and take the game to Haddington in the second period.
HALF – TIME 0 – 0

No Changes were made by either side, but surprisingly it was Haddington who started the more determined and had Albion on the back-foot in the opening minutes. This early flurry was soon dealt with and Albion regained control of the game quickly. With the middle three of Cowan and Nicholson busying themselves and breaking the home sides midfield movement, O’Brien was left to create some delightful passes and bring wide men Russell and Victor into the game. Midway through the half, Albion’s patience was paying off and chances were coming their way. 

In 64 Minutes lone striker Crawford latched on to a stray ball but screwed his shot wide. In 67 Minutes Victor squared a great ball into the path of Cowan on the edge of the area but his shot was blocked at the last Minute just as he was ready to bury it in the far corner. It was now all Albion and they were rightly rewarded for their pressure when Crawford broke free of his marker and lobbed the advancing keeper to put Albion deservedly 0-1 in front
With the win now in sight Albion replaced Nicholson for O’Donnell and switched to a more regular 4-4-2 formation, with Victor moving into the front line to give Crawford some much needed assistance. As Albion took some Minutes to adjust the home side produced a late flurry and a quick free kick caught the Albion wall and back line napping, but luckily Wallace was alive to the danger and pulled of a great save. Albion recovered from this bout of pressure and were again in command when a neat move down the right ended with Victor shooting just wide. Another change saw Barr take to the pitch for his first game of the season up front, with Russell making way after having made a telling contribution to the game. The game was finished as a contest when in 81 Minutes Crawford was fed a great ball by Victor and made space on the edge of the area to fire a great shot out of the keeper’s reach to make it 0-2 and ultimately wrap thing’s up for Albion. With the visitors now charging forward at will, the Haddington keeper had to look lively on two occasions as he was tested by Barr and Victor. With no further scoring Albion were happy to run out clear winners on the day.
FULL TIME 0-2
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Summary

A performance where everything clicked on the day. It wasn’t the best football performance of the season, but very satisfying that every player knew what was expected and delivered an 
individual quality not yet seen this season. Its games like this when a team plays as a solid unit, then produces a quality performance, that gives a certain satisfaction that proves progress is being made and that the “ship is on the right course”. It doesn’t take a lot to divert the squad from this course, a defeat or a bad performance is all it takes, and it is early in the season, but the signs are there that this season, if they keep focused, could bring its own rewards. Only time will tell!..
The full squad played their part and every individual can feel satisfied with his own personal performance. However, special mention should go to Crawford, who hit some real form, in what can only be described as being given the thankless task of playing as a lone striker. Which he did brilliantly. He produced the “killer” touches that kept his side in prime position at the top of the league.
