Saughton trounced at Pilrig Park

Pilrig Park was declared playable at 10am on the morning of this game and was really in perfect condition for this Brunton Cup Tie. The home side started with only one change from last weeks’ victorious side that swept aside Standard Life, with Crawford coming in for the injured O’Donnell.

Albion started in some style and a sweet move emanating from the back-line gave almost every player a first touch before being sent out for a corner. Albion had started with a bang and a wicked Frank Ross shot from just outside the area flew over the visiting keeper to open the scoring 1-0. Albion were so on top during this spell that their pressure resulted in a total of seven corners and from the seventh corner in 12 Minutes a powerful Huxtable header was deemed to have struck a defenders arm on the line and a penalty was awarded and converted by Stevenson 2-0. Albion continued to pulverise the opposition back line, but it was not until the 31st Minute when an inch perfect cross from Salton gave Barr the easiest of chances to head home the third goal 3-0. Six Minutes later Salton joined the growing list of scorers when he placed a glancing header past the now dejected keeper to make it four 4-0. Then four Minutes from the interval Stevenson crashed home the fifth to give Albion a 5-0 half time lead.
HALF TIME 5-0

The second period started as the first ended, when in 48 Minutes Stevenson scored his second of the match to make it 6-0. Then came the second half snooze when Albion decided to drop a gear, and went through the motions, squandering a number of chances and living dangerously as passes went astray. It was only vigilant goalkeeping from Wallace and some poor finishing that ensured Albion’s six goal advantage.
On the hour mark Albion made two changes with youth players Minto and McKenzie replacing Barr and Irvine. The changes paid almost instant dividends as a great turn and shot in the box opened Kerr’s account to make it 7-0. In 66 Minutes Albion were awoken when the visitors scored to make it 7-1. This was the platform for Albion to produce their best spell of the game. O’Brien replaced Stevenson and his creative play was adding more pressure to the visiting back line. In 78 Minutes a good move down the left ended with Kerr feeding Minto who beat the keeper from close range to make it 8-1. Then in 83 Minutes Kerr repeated his spin and turn in the box to flash a good goal past the keeper to make it 9-1. Three Minutes from time Crawford completed the scoring when he calmly stoked the ball past the keeper to make it Ten

FULL TIME 10-1

TEAM

WALLACE


K ROSS
HUXTABLE

McCALLUM

IRVINE (McKenzie)


SALTON
STEVENSON
(O’Brien)
F ROSS

CRAWFORD

BARR (Minto) 

KERR

Subs not used: Victor, Ferguson

Verdict
We’ll start with a few stats. Not since season 2000-2001 have Albion enjoyed such an emphatic victory. Then a 0-10 away win at Heriot Watt University, and a home win v Edinburgh Asians 10-0 set Albion for a promotion season when only a defeat from rivals Blackridge meant a second place end of season finish, with promotion as runners-up. If you believe in Omens…Well!
Dave Stevenson has scored more goals in the first three Months of this season than he’s notched in the previous three season’s, with plenty more still to come, Barr, Crawford and Kerr are on course for double figures also. Albion finished Saturday’s game with three 19 year olds and three 17 year olds in the squad which augers well for the future. The efficient demolition of Saughton sets us up well for the forthcoming league matches and the two National cup ties due in the next four weeks.
