Saturday 29 January 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Miller Challenge Cup Rd 3
Match Official - Mr Millar
Granton Vale (4) 5 v 3 (2) Redpath Albion
@ Inverleith Park  - KO 1:30pm

Albion clawed their way back into this tie after going 2 goals behind in the opening seven minutes.
They deservedly fought back too 2-2 midway through the half, only to lose two bad goals in the last
five minutes of the half. They dominated the second period, and reduced the leeway to 4-3,
only to lose a decisive fifth goal to a late break-away as they piled on the late pressure

Parts of Inverleith Park were like a ploughed field and conditions were going to make playing good 
football difficult. Albion had 4 changes from last weeks line-up. Captain Huxtable was out due to 
personal commitments, and McCallum, Crawford and Frank Ross, made way for Lozano, Minto, 
O'Brien and Kevin Ross. The back line had an unfamiliar look with K Ross and top scorer Stevenson slipped back
 to a central defensive role. The 'new look' back line hardly had time to settle as Albion found themselves 2-0 down
inside seven minutes. The loss of two quick goals was a big blow to an Albion side who had never found 
themselves behind this season so early in a game. It was real test of character if the visitors were to get back
into this game and they wasted no time in putting Granton under some real pressure and they only had to wait
3 Minutes before they reduced the home sides lead. A corner was met by O'Donnell and his header was
pushed onto the cross-bar by the home keeper. As the ball crashed from the bar Minto was first to 
react and bulleted the ball home to make it 2-1 The game ebbed and flowed, but Albion were forced
into a change when Kerr pulled up with a strain and Crawford slipped in at left midfield.
As the Albion defence settled into a confident mode and ready to master the muddy conditions
the midfield took control and probed some brilliant passes to Barr and Minto who had the pace and energy
to make life very difficult for the home defence.And in 21 Minutes Albion were level. Another through ball from midfield
had beaten the homes sides’ off-side trap and Barr scuffed a harmless shot goal wards. Bizarrely, the home keeper let the ball 
slip through his hands as he went to gather and he could only cringe, with Albion shocked, as the ball trickled over the line
to make it 2-2. Barr claimed the goal, quite rightly, but that one should really be marked down to the "sterling work"
of the council grounds men who last rolled and maintained the park in 1990! Bizarre as the goal was, Albion deserved
to be level and they continued to take control with the home side only threatening at corners and set-pieces.
However, in 30 minutes the game took another bizarre twist when another Albion corner was headed goal wards
by O'Donnell. As the ball nestled in the net the match official, Mr. Millar, chalked it off as he thought Irvine was in
an off-side position...even with the Granton full back 'guarding' his post. A strange decision that was to prove
costly. Albion kept plugging away but a mad 3 Minute spell undid all the good work. First Kevin Ross lost out
on a 50-50 challenge which let in the Granton striker to make it 3-2 in 41 Minutes. Two minutes later the home 
winger jinked past Irvine and as he set himself up to blast home Kevin Ross made contact and the Granton player
was bundled to the ground. Penalty. Wallace was given no chance as the well placed kick was dispatched into the 
corner to make 4-2. Unluckily for Albion, keeper Wallace was injured in a clash with a home player and after a
lengthy spell of treatment, he was able to continue, but with a painful back injury that hampered his agility.
A fit and agile Wallace would have did better with both strikes.
HALF - TIME 4 - 2
If Granton had taken Albion lightly in the first period they would surely 'buck up' and try to take back control
of the game.It never happened, indeed Albion didn't allow them too as within five minutes of the restart Albion 
came close twice. In 48 Minutes a piledriver of a shot from Salton sailed inches over with the home keeper
stranded. Then Lozano went on a mazy run and his low cross was scammpered clear at the second attempt.
Albion had again, stressed their intention that they were prepared to battle back into this game, and in 
55 Minutes a curling  Salton corner crashed of the Granton post. It was Salton who returned the rebound into
a packed penalty area and a snap-shot from O'Brien was held by the keeper at the second attempt.
As the game wore on Albion were in even more command than they were in the first half and the creative
play of O'Brien and O'Donnell had both Lozano and Crawford speeding down the line, to give great support
to strikers Minto and Barr. In 63 Minutes Albion were on the end of another strange decision, when a Salton
corner, again caused problems in the home penalty area. The Granton keeper fumbled the ball, which landed
at the feet of Stevenson as he prepared to let fly, the keeper dropped on the ball to smother, and the referee adjudged 
that Stevenson shot the ball out of the keeper's hands. It would have been a certain goal, but again the official 
denied Albion. Then on the 66th Minute mark Albion scored the goal of the game. With Stevenson bursting
through from the back the ball broke to O'Donnell, who slipped a fantastic pass into the path of Minto, whose 
half-volley was rooted firmly into the back of the net to make it 4-3 Although on top Albion, were still behind
and pushing for the leveller. Lozano, wide right, was giving his marker a torrid time and it was no surprise when
he again flashed past his marker, only to be upended, in what looked like the penalty area. Mr Millar took a
look and awarded a free-kick. The set piece was delivered by Salton and the equaliser lookedon as Stevenson's
shot looked goalbound only for the ball to be scooped of the line. If Albion wanted to level, go in front and then
avoid extra time, then it was now or never. They piled forward and in doing so left thing's a bit 
exposed at the back, and in 76 Minutes it cost them the game as the home side broke away and scored what
would be the decisive goal to make it 5-3. Still Albion weren't finished and another great midfield ball found
Minto who looked to have beaten the keeper, who then surprised everyone with a great save to turn the ball
 round the post. The home side were now defending in depth and firmly stuck in the own half as Albion
continued to bombard the home goal. Unfortunately it was not to be, and it was a very relieved home side
that progressed to the 4th round of the Millar Cup
FULL TIME 5 - 3
TEAM
WALLACE

SALTON                K ROSS               STEVENSON                      IRVINE

LOZANO                  O'DONNELL                      O'BRIEN  (F ROSS)                         KERR (CRAWFORD)

BARR        MINTO
Subs not used: McCallum, Cowan
 

 

VERDICT
A much improved performance from last weeks 1-1 league draw. Apart from the sticky start, Albion were more than
a match for the home side as key players hit some good form. O'Donnell, O'Brien and Minto worked tirelessly in
the last third of the park, and Victor Lozano came in and did a fantastic job wide right. Salton gets more impressive
with every game, and Stevenson reverted back to a central defensive role, as he has done on occasion and strolled through
the game. Kevin Ross proved his worth as he came in as cover for McCallum. Irvine, was again solid at left back.
O'Brien and O'Donnell were spreading some lovely passes and Crawford, wide left, read the moves well as he worked
as he worked the left flank. Minto's a real 'livewire' and defences have had trouble coping when he's on his game.
Barr, again contributed well and his selfish leading if the line, allowed Minto the freedom to 'ghost' in behind at will.
A great performance, despite the result.
 

