Saturday 28 August

League

Redpath Albion (5) 9 v 2 (2) Saughton Thistle

@ Pilrig Park KO – 2pm

Stevenson's Rockets Fire Albion to top of the League
A sparkling display at Pilrig, as Dave Stevenson hits the heights with 5 goal display
A magnificent display of attacking football and a marvellous individual display by striker Stevenson was enough to send to Albion soaring to the top of the league. Two enforced changes from the side that disposed of Portobello in midweek did nothing to weaken the team selection as K Ross slipped in for full back Irvine and O’Donnell recovered from injury to replace the crocked Kerr.
Albion pushed Stevenson into the front line for this game as it was felt his presence in the air would cause the visitors problems, and it paid off handsomely as he latched onto a through ball which evaded the keeper and he had the easiest of tasks to blast the ball into the empty net. 1-0
Within 5 Minutes Saughton was level as a powerful shot beat Wallace from 18 yards. 1-1
Then in 12 Minutes Stevenson was again first to react as he crashed a shot past the keeper to make it 2-1. In 16 Minutes a mix-up in the Albion back-line saw Kevin Ross’s back header slip past Wallace to put the visitor’s level for the second time 2-2. Although level at 2-2, it was all Albion with Nicholson and O’Donnell spraying passes left and right to stretch the young Saughton back four. On the half hour mark Albion forced their 7th corner of the half which ended with Crawford bulleting a text-book header high into the net to make it 3-2. The home side were in such command that even more goals were looking likely and it was that man Stevenson again who completed his hat-trick in 37 Minutes to make it 4-2. The strong wind added to Albion’s slick movement off and on the ball was tearing the Saughton game plan apart and there was no surprise when Crawford bagged his 2nd and Albion’s fifth to make it 5-2 at half time.
HALF TIME 5-2

With the wind getting stronger Saughton sensed that they could possibly take advantage of the elements and it almost paid off in 50 Minutes when a wind assisted lob came crashing off the Albion cross-bar before being cleared to safety. It was back to business in 52 Minutes when O’Donnell slipped a delightful pass down the left for Cowan to send an inch perfect cross in for Stevenson to tap home to make it 6-2. Albion made a change when O’Donnell made way for John Russell in the 60th Minute. Russell made an instant impact and he was involved in the move that gave Stevenson his record-breaking fifth goal to make it 7-2. With such a commanding lead it would have been easy for Albion to take their foot off the pedal, but no there was no holding back as they continued to pummel the visiting side. Further openings fell to Crawford, Cowan and Ferguson but were just of target. In 73 Minutes it was the turn of new signing Nicholson to get his first goal for the club as he crashed home the goal of the game to shoot home from 20 yds to make it 8-2. Albion then withdrew Spanish midfielder Victor, as O’Brien made his first appearance of the season. A Minute later, it was 
Stevenson’s turn to be withdrawn and he was given a rousing reception from the home touch-line as Grieve took over up front. Grieve almost scored straight away but as he lined up to unleash his shot a last ditch tackle ended his moment of glory. Albion closed their account for the day when Crawford grabbed his hat-trick to make it 9-2 in 86 Minutes.
FULL TIME 9-2

Team


WALLACE


FERGUSON

McCALLUM

HUXTABLE

K ROSS

VICTOR

O’DONNELL (J RUSSELL)
NICHOLSON
(OBRIEN)

COWAN

CRAWFORD

STEVENSON (GRIEVE)

Subs not used: Barr
Summary

What a performance. A dazzling individual display from Stevenson was enhanced by the near perfect performance from his team-mates. Apart from a comical moment for the visitors 2nd goal the back four displayed a clinical ‘professionalism’ to give their opponents no real opportunities. The midfield four had an exceptional day and with Victor and Cowan giving some great width to the play, O’Donnell and Nicholson were left to pull the strings and create some flowing moves that had Albion in dominant mood for 90% of this game. Stevenson had one of the these days where everything went right for him, but he will be first to acknowledge the contribution of his team-mates. Crawford was an able partner as he added his 3-goal contribution to this emphatic win. Subs, O’Brien, Russell and Grieve also gave good performances when called upon. Yes, a great display and a real confidence boost to this season’s promotional campaign
