Saturday 26 March 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Brunton Cup - Semi Final
Redpath Albion (Edin East)   3 v 2    (Edin West) Standard Life
@ Pilrig Park - KO 2pm

The Ams pulled the proverbial "rabbit out of the hat" at Pilrig Park
when they battled back from being 0-2 down. With only 8 Minutes
of the match remaining the visitors were left shell-shocked as 
a Huxtable wonder strike, a Cowan header and an Irvine headed goal
sent the crowd into raptures as Albion hit top form in a game that they
 controlled for long spells.
Albion lined up with expectation's of reaching their first final in five years.
Pilrig Park was wet and slippery as the rain drizzled from the first ball 
to last. Both sides went all out for the win and the early signs were 
there that this game was going to be a test of skill and stamina.
Early exchanges were few and far between as both defences were 
coping with everything their opponents were throwing at them.
However, in 21 Minutes disaster str4uck for home keeper Wallace
as he fumbled a low cross. The greasy ball slipped from his grasp
and was duly dispatched through a ruck of players to open the scoring 0-1.
Albion then pushed forward at will and with O'Donnell marshalling his
midfield the visitors were having to defend stoutly as corner after 
corner rained in on the Standard goals, but without any real effect.
In 39 Minutes an Irvine net-bound header actually struck team-mate
Stevenson on the line and flew to safety. In 37 Minutes a wonder
ball from O'Donnell sent Lozano down the right and his precise cross
was inches away from Barr who if he had connected would have
equalised. The half drew to a close with Albion having had plenty of
possession with nothing to show.
HALF TIME 0-1
Albion started the half in even more determined fashion than they had in
the first half and it was fully 11 Minutes before Wallace had his 1st
second half touch, but again the visitors defence was standing firm.
On the hour mark, O'Donnell sent Barr away and as he outstripped the
visiting defenders he was forced wide and could only fire his shot into the side net.
Four Minutes later another Albion corner caused panic but was scrambled away
to safety. Directly after this incident Minto crashed a shot wide. In 66 Minutes, full-back
Irvine's long range effort was smartly turned round the post for what was the save of the match.
It was a puzzle why Albion hadn't drew level, but credit went to the visiting defence, who were
defending well. Albion continued to sweep forward and the Standard Life side were due a spell
and they silenced the big home touch-line when in 77 Minutes they broke away and scored what
they thought would be the decisive goal to make it 0-2.Was this the end of the Albion challenge?
No chance. As with last week's last gasp winner, this side doesn't know when to give up!
If the larger than usual home support new what was coming they would have been advised to
have "fastened their seat belts" With 8 Minutes remaining this incredible fight back began in
spectacular style, when a loose ball landed at captain HUXTABLE, who from 12 yards, and with his 
back to goal, spun an overhead kick which flew into the top corner to get his side on the score sheet.
The Albion performance was high tempo, but believe it or not they increased the tempo and work-rate
and went looking for the equaliser. But, the real turning point in this pulsating cup tie came in
84 Minutes when Wallace stormed off his line to block a point blank save that kept his sides hopes alive.
That save confirmed that this could be the home sides day and within a Minute of the save Albion
had levelled. A long throw from Stevenson was nodded across goal by Cowan and the ball eluded
a number of opposition player's to fund itself nestling in the back of the net. Wow. The home side
and fans went wild and the option of extra time was being discussed, when in 89 Minutes another
corner was flung over and was met by the head of big Richard Irvine who left the Standard Life 
with absolutely no chance of saving as the ball nestled in the net. The wild scenes that met the goal
and the final whistle will be remembered for a long time as Pilrig witnessed one of the best action
packed cup-ties in many a year.
FULL TIME 3-2
TEAM

WALLACE
STEVENSON           McCALLUM            HUXTABLE                   IRVINE
LOZANO                 O'DONNELL              F ROSS                COWAN
BARR     STEVENSON

Subs Not Used: O'Brien

VERDICT

If there is ever going to be another day like this one, we'd all like advance warning!
A game that spoke volumes about the team spirit of this side and it's never say die attitude.
For two successive weeks Albion have patiently pulverised the opposition and refused to
panic or crumble when the ball fails to hit the net. Three goals in the final eight Minutes
was a fitting end to the work rate and belief that this squad has nurtured since the 
first game of the season. With the League and now the Brunton Cup Final to look forward
to, also the return of injured player's Salton, Kerr K Ross, and the two new signing's the squad
will be all the more stronger for the remaining fixtures.
