Albion cruise to 6th league win

A dour, but satisfactory 4-1 home win kept Albion in prime position.

Back into the squad came, O’Donnell and McCallum, with young

Salton retaining his place after last week’s impressive performance.

Opponents Standard Life, rooted to the bottom of the table, came to Pilrig
hoping for some luck, but as with many other sides who have come

up against Albion they didn’t find the home side in a charitable mood.

From the first whistle, Albion started with a bang and in 4 Minutes a nice one-two on the edge of the area between Bar and Kerr ended when Barr turned well in the box to fire Albion in front 1-0. This whirlwind start was what the home 

Crowd were looking for and Albion were finding acres of space on both flanks

Where Stevenson and Salton, ably supplied by Frank Ross and O’Donnell were 
giving the visitors a torrid time. Until the second goal in 23 Minutes chances were missed by Barr (Twice), Ross and Salton. It was left to Salton too take a great pass from Ferguson and to outstrip the full-back for pace, and with only the keeper to beat his shot was helped into the net off the knee of an unlucky Standard defender to make it 2-0. Albion took a breather and kept possession 
for long spells and with the midfield probing with some great measured passes

they continued to create some great opening’s. It should have been three 

in 36 Minutes when Salton again raced past his marker and his great low cross eluded Kerr and sprang to safety, when he should have scored. Standard really only made any headway when Wallace went down to push a shot wide and a series of corners were easily dealt with.

HAFT TIME 2-0
It was business as usual as Albion continued to pound the Standard goal. The 3rd came in 55 Minutes when Kerr latched onto a half chance and clinically placed a low shot well out of the keeper’s reach to make 3-0
With the second period now in full flow, Albion predictably dropped down a gear and let Standard slip into the game and for a 15 Minute spell the home back line had to dig in to keep maintain the 3 goal lead. In 70 Minutes Salton found himself in acres of space as he homed in on goal, he elscted to glide round the keeper and squared a great ball cut back into into the path of Kerr who had the easiest of tasks to slot home, but the ref unbelievably adjudged Kerr off-side.

In 74 Minutes Albion replaced Striker Kerr for Cawford, who made an immediate impact with his aggressive style of play, which earned a corner for his side which was acrobatically headed home from an awkward angle by Stevenson to make it 4-1. The home side, who were now home a dry replaced Salton and Barr, with Kevin Ross and Victor. Albion had further chances to score and in particular Victor expertly gained himself some room in the box with brilliant piece of skill but shot well wide. Standard were rewarded for their second half efforts when a 20-yard free-kick evaded both the Albion wall and Wallace to peg it back to 4-1
FULL TIME 4-1

TEAM


WALLACE
FERGUSON

McCALLUM

HUXTABLE©
IRVINE


SALTON (K ROSS)  
O’DONNELL
F. ROSS
STEVENSON

BARR
 (VICTOR)  
KERR (CRAWFORD

Sub Not Used: COWAN, O’BRIEN

Summary

An interesting game with Albion, once again, proving their class in the first half. Indeed, this game, like many others this season, should have been finished before both sides changed ends. The passing skills of Ferguson and O’Donnell, backed up by the industry of Frank Ross, Stevenson and Salton created an abundance of chances which should have been converted. The two-goal cushion and the fact that Albion were never in any real trouble throughout this 90 Minutes, mustn’t detract from the fact that we’re going through a sticky spell in almost every second half. We paid the price for these lapses in last week’s game v Bonnyrigg with a 3-1 reverse. The first half performances are outstanding however, and if we could just pin down the reason’s for the drop off in effort and concentration, and convert the multitude of chances, it would make all the difference
