Saturday 22 January 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Redpath Albion (1) 1 v 1 (0) Breck Hermitage
@ Pilrig Park - KO 2pm

The Ams hopes of clinching the league championship are now hanging by a thread after missed chances and 
shoddy defending cost them dearly. Outplayed by the visitors for long spells in the game
Albion huffed and puffed and were fortunate to come away with a point. However it could have been all so
different if Albion had capitalised on the sustained pressure produced in the opening 10 Minutes.
A series of 6 corners and a Barr goal from a Stevenson shot that the visiting keeper could only parry
into his path made it 1-0. It was a great turn and shot by Stevenson that had the Breck keeper diving at full 
stretch to block the shot, but as has been proved over the years, Barr's instinctive eye for a goal, and his
lightning quick reaction's gave him a deserved reward as he crashed home the rebound. 
Albion had taken command of the game in the first ten minutes and it looked as if the game was 
theirs for the taking. But that's where the story ends for the home side as they cruised into 
apathy mode and left the home touchline to endure the worst 80 Minutes of the season.
From the 11th Minute on, Breck took control of the midfield and as the first half wore on Albion lacked the
commitment that had been a trade-mark of their so far, successful season.
Numerous Breck attacks produced corners that left hanging on precariously to their one goal lead.
Some of the defending was poor and, but for the woeful ineptitude of the visitors in attack Albion kept
their slender one goal advantage, but only just. Two incidents that proved Albion had luck on their side,
was a through ball that the match official had adjudged that keeper Wallace was fouled as he
raced out to gather a through ball. As the ball was heading for the net the ref rightly blew for 
the infringement. However, a McCallum challenge in the Albion box should have given the 
visitors a penalty, but this time match official Mr Gray again blew in favour of the home side.
With seconds remaining in the first half Albion found some rare space a brilliant through ball from
 Stevenson, left Crawford with only the keeper to beat, but his shot was dragged wide of the 
keepers far post and wide. A second goal would have given Albion a valuable cushion,
but the missed chance was just a realisation of thing's to come.
Two let offs by the match official - Could the home side capitalise on these in the second half. 

HALF - TIME 1-0

The half time team-talk was positive, and the Albion player's new they had to lift their
game considerably to keep on course for a home win. After losing the midfield battle
in the first half Albion knew that was required in the second, and settled into the task
with Frank Ross and O'Donnell lifting their game to match the strong running of the 
visitors. As the half progressed, with Albion playing slightly better than they did in 
the first, chances were now being created. A good through ball had Crawford in
acres of space out on the right, but as he raced for goal he crashed his shot high and
wide with players' screaming for the ball in the box. It was end-to-end stuff and a 
well worked moved from Breck ended with a lay-off being blasted inches over from the 
edge of the area. Then Wallace had to look lively to cope with a long, high cross
that he held well with the Breck attackers closing in. At the other end Crawford,
was again sent down the right by Salton and his near post shot was blocked. He should 
have directed the rebound into the area where a number of home player's were waiting
but went for a weak shot that that keeper gratefully collected. A great run from 
Stevenson gave him the strength to glide past 3 defenders down the left which
resulted in a far post ball finding Crawford, but again he opted for the shot when
a slip inside might have produced more dividends. Between the 65th and 75th Minutes
 Albion had their best spell of the half and the home central midfield was at last
back in command. A series of probing balls had the Breck back line stretched
and under pressure, but Albion couldn't find the break-through that would have
given them a two goal cushion. From the 75th Minute it was visitors turn to
apply the pressure, and Albion lost some composure at the back as they
proceeded to blast balls clear, or into touch, which ultimately passed
possession back to the visitors. Breck were now applying pressure in
their search for an equaliser and in 81 Minutes they were gifted a life-line.
A quick break away from an Albion attack left McCallum exposed and 
one-on-one with the Breck attacker. In what was a carbon-copy of the 
first half penalty claim not given by the referee, the Breck striker was bundled
over as McCallum made contact. Albion claimed the incident happened outside 
the area!. Match official Mr Gray had a quick look and awarded a penalty. 
Albion could have no complaints. The 'twist in the tail' was the opposition duly
proceeded to squander the chance and shoot wide, in what was a badly taken spot kick.
Now Albion had really ridden their luck. 
Albion had their best chance of the match, late in the 2nd half when a speculative "cross" 
from Crawford saw Stevenson with an incredible leap, connect with a ball that was going wide, 
and head a powerful header back of the bar with the keeper well beaten. 
The rebound was botched as Barr and Kerr both went for the ball, Kerr won the race but shot tamely at goal. 
That would have been game over, as with only 4 Minutes on the clock Breck grabbed the goal they deserved, 
when Albion failed to clear and stood back as the Breck striker teed up a curling shot
 that eluded Wallace at his back post. 1-1
TEAM
WALLACE

SALTON            McCALLUM              HUXTABLE                   IRVINE

CRAWFORD               O'DONNELL               F ROSS                   KERR

BARR  (MINTO)               STEVENSON

Subs not used: O'Brien - K Ross - Lozano
VERDICT

It's hard to know where to start without being critical of certain player's.
The squad's performed well over the campaign and its difficult to attach
too much negativity to this performance, without undoing all the good
work attained since the season begun. We've held pole position in the
title race since the second game of the season, but it is now slipping away
due to inept performances when it matters most. We always knew that the Breck
game would have an added edge to it, with both sides being from Leith,
it was our local derby. Breck have also rallied and found some consistency
and are claiming some scalp along the way. Ours was obviously one to add to
the collection. The Albion squad was told what to expect, but the response from some, was poor.
We can now add Breck, and the Bonnyrigg and Arniston games to our unwanted
record of failing to produce the goods in the pressure games.
With nearest challengers Bonnyrigg and Arniston still to come to Pilrig,
and not forgetting our short hop down to Breck's ground for another Derby
game, more pressure games some in the squad will have to ask 
themselves how much they want this league medal.  
Another performance like the one against Breck will end any slender 
hopes of winning any league titles this season
 
