Saturday 21 August

League

PRESTON DC  (0) 2 v 3 (1) REDPATH ALBION
@ Jack Kane Centre

The opening day of the season and Albion were wandering into new territory with opponents Preston being new to the association set-up. Albion went for an attacking formation and a couple of positional changes were implemented.

From the first kick-off Albion settled well and edged into their passing game.  Some probing passes from O’Donnell were asking some big questions of the home defence and they were having a torrid time trying to cope with the variation and quality of some of the football. In 14 Minutes Crawford should have scored but the ball just sat up a bit too high and he scooped his shot high and over. A great ball played long by sweeper McCallum sent Kerr through but a last ditch tackle kept the game level. For all Albion’s possession and domination of the game, the home defence stood firm.  It was not until the 33rd Minute that the opener came from a deep cross from Cowan which eluded everyone, including the Preston keeper and found its way in at the back post. 0-1
Albion continued to dominate the half and it was a mystery how they had only a single goal lead. Preston only threatened twice in the first 45 Minutes, with Wallace blocking a shot on the break and a long through ball that caused problems before the home striker fired past the post.

HALF TIME  0-1

No changes made by either side, and Albion picked up where they left off, by dominating the midfield and enjoying all the possession, until in 53 Minutes a long ball through the middle caught the back line of guard. The home striker cleverly lobbed the onrushing Wallace from 20 yards to level the game 1-1

Albion picked up the pace and a good move down the right found Stevenson almost connecting with the inch perfect cross, but he was just short and the ball was cleared to safety. In 60 Minutes the home side took the lead in bizarre circumstances, when a harmless through ball was left for Wallace to collect, but at the vital moment he slipped and could only watch as the ball trundled over the line to make it 2-1 .The home side couldn’t believe their luck and neither could Albion as despite being in command, they found themselves behind. A change in tactics was needed and two changes were made with Victor replacing Crawford at wide right and Nicholson moving to central midfield with Huxtable moving up front to replace Stevenson. Within Minutes the move paid dividends when a surging run from Victor ended with a fierce cross being turned past his own keeper by a Preston defender 2-2 The re-shuffle paid even more dividends a Minute later when a turn and left foot shot from Huxtable was expertly curled past the keeper to give Albion the lead 2-3
Albion had more chances to wrap thing’s up in even more convincing fashion, but again failed to capitalise as they missed a few late chances.

FULL – TIME  2 – 3

Summary

A fine three points against stuffy opponents who failed to lie down, even though played off the park for long spells of the game. The first half performance from Albion was superb, but without the clinical finishing that would have killed off the opposition. Still, an opening day win will boost confidence.
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Subs not used: Grieve (GK), J Russell,
