Saturday 20 November 2004
 Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
 Edinburgh East Division
 Portobello Thistle  (2) 3 v 4 (2)  Redpath Albion AFC
 @ Seafield Park - KO 2pm
Albion were made to work hard for another vital 3 points as they huffed and puffed in
the icy conditions, Seafield was one of the few parks to survive the first cold- snap of the 
winter. The park was in great condition as both sides edged into a rhythm and it was
Albion who came close in 7 Minutes when Barr failed to connect with a Salton
throw in. With only the keeper to beat any sort of touch on the ball would have put Albion 
one up. However, the strong sun was a factor and the ball went innocently wide.
Albion were taking command of the midfield and the opening came in 19 Minutes when a 
great through ball from McCallum left Barr to expertly dispatch the ball past
the home keeper 0-1 Albion were now in control and and in 28 Minutes they went further in front when 
Cowan unleashed an ustoppable shot from 25 Yards into the roof of the net. 0-2
Within minutes Albion should have had a 3rd and 4th when first Barr, then Salton
squandered good chances only yards from goal. It was to prove costly as Albion
gave away their two goal advantage, when in 36 Minutes a looping cross to the far post
found an unmarked home player who easliy dispatched his header past Wallace. 1-2
Albion were stunned just on half time when Portobello levelled when again an unmarked player
was allowed to turn and shoot in the area to fire his sides equaliser to make it 2-2
HALF TIME 2 - 2

At the restart the home side almost went in front as Albion were caught cold down
the left flank but luckily with only Wallace to beat the striker fired over the top.
As the half progressed, Albion were only a shadow of the side that had
taken a confident two-goal lead and they stuttered to fund any rhythm to their 
play, and they suffered for this in 56 Minutes when the home side found themselves in front for 
the first time in the game as they reacted to a loose ball in the Albion box to crash home
their third goal 3-2 Albion were stung into action and started to stirr out of their 
lethargy and exert some pressure. The small compact pitch allowed Salton to use
his long throw and almost every ball caused panic in the home defence.
Albion made a change in 63 Minutes when Kerr replaced Minto up front. Kerr's change of pace
was a fresh tactic that was to pay dividends, and allied to the foraging runs of Huxtable 
from the back, the equaliser was looking inevitable. Every set piece, corner or throw in saw the
the Albion players packed into the box and in 70 Minutes the third goal came when left back
Irvine was on hand to crash the ball home in a packed box to make 3-3
The home side were now hanging on for a share of the points as Albion made their second change 
when O'Donnell replaced Crawford. O'Donnell's experience allowed Albion to now control
the midfield area and he was instrumental in spreading the ball in all directions which
stretched the home side even further. The "Triangle" of O'Donnell, right back Ferguson and right Mdfielder
Salton was dictating the pace of the game with every move coming from the right looking dangerous.
At this point the home side were using some real spoiling tactics with some rash and even cynical
tackling being used to stop Albion from grabbing a fourth. With 11 Minutes left Portobello were trying every
trick in the book to time waste, but the match official was dealing with the situation and elected to 
dish out the yellow cards as the home side lost their discipline. It all boiled over 8 Minutes from time
when a late tackle on Huxtable, who had been moved into midfield meant an inevitable 
second yellow for the home midfielder. 
Down to 10 men the home team became even more desperate and they were given what their
tactics deserved as another move down the right gave Albion a corner. Duly dispatched by
Salton it was left to Stevenson to crash a near post effort into the net to give Albion
the lead they deserved in 86 Minutes 3-4
FULL TIME 3 - 4
 

TEAM

WALLACE

FERGUSON           McCALLUM          HUXTABLE           IRVINE

SALTON                COWAN              STEVENSON              CRAWFORD (O'DONNELL)

BARR            MINTO (KERR)
Subs not used:  VICTOR  K ROSS  O'BRIEN 

 
Verdict

Albion were made to "fight" all the way in order to secure the 3 points
The first half should have wrapped thing's up (how many times have I said that this season)
but the sudden collapse in concentration, again, let the opposition back into the game.
The commitment of both sides was there for all too see, but at times the indicsipline
of the home squad, meant the 2nd half was in danger of boiling over. Albion, to their
credit refused to be bullied and kept within the rules to grind out an important 3 points.
Wallace was at his best for this game and two wonder saves, one in each half, gave his
team-mates the confidence to plough on and win the game. Captain Huxtable, again 
played an important part with his drive and determination and the Albion players
responded well to his prompting. We made it hard, but as we sit on top of the table
every side lifts their game against you. We'll have to accept this and act accordingly
if we've to have any aspirations of league glory this season.
 
