Dalkeith Utd 6 v 2 Redpath Albion
With a free week already arranged for 09 April Albion were delighted when they were able to arrange this friendly with their Premier League opponents. They were left a little short of players when K Ross & Huxtable were forced to work while Minto and assistant Manager Bryan Maughan were at separate weddings. Add to this the injuries to G Russell, Salton, Kerr & O’Donnell and this was maybe looking like an error to have a game. The signings of Ferguson & Moore before the transfer deadline however meant that Albion managed to get 11 players for the game. The home side started brightly and popped the passes about at the back and in midfield. Albion’s makeshift defence was up to anything that came in to the final third and restricted Dalkeith to long range efforts and snapshots. Keeper Wallace was rarely called upon to do more than scoop up the odd bobble shot. At the other end Stevenson and Barr were endlessly harassing the Dalkeith back line although it took them 20 minutes before the home keeper was given his first test. A bad kick out was collected by Stevenson and his fierce shot was turned round the post for a corner. Barr then collected a long clearance from McCallum and sent a 20 yard drive inches over the bar. Then the home support were left shocked as Albion had the cheek to take the lead. Another long clearance by McCallum was controlled past the left back by Barr. He strode forward and threaded a pass through the centre halves for Stevenson. His first time lay off was expertly slotted past the keeper by Lozano. 0 – 1. The home side were suddenly rattled and more slackness allowed Stevenson to toe poke the ball through for Barr but the home keeper saved well. Stevenson then played a 1 – 2 with Cowan before shooting just wide. On the stroke of half time the home side were level. Barr was caught on his heels from a corner and the right back shot low past Wallace from the edge of the box.




Half Time
1 – 1

The home side made 3 changes at the start of the second period and were ahead after a couple of minutes when a great cross from the right was headed home. The home fans were expecting the flood gates to open but Albion had other ideas. Stevenson and Barr harried the back line in to a hurried clearance which cannoned off Stevenson and landed inches wide. Moore, who was playing his first game in 7 week’s was pushed up front for a rest with Cowan slotting in at left back while Barr went in to wide left. 2 minutes later and a long free kick from McCallum was headed on by Stevenson. Moore was the first to react and challenged the keeper. His header found the corner and Albion were level. 5 minutes later Lozano saw his fine 25 yard angled drive touched wide by the keeper as Albion threatened again. Dalkeith rang the changes again after 70 minutes and this was the point when things went wrong for Albion. Visibly tiring, there were gaps appearing and although the back four were winning headers the loose balls were all falling to Dalkeith players. Twice in as many minutes a scuffed shot was toe-poked past Wallace from within the six yard box. Then another scuffed shot from the edge of the box wrong footed Wallace and trickled home. The final goal came when Albion were pushing forward. Cowan and Barr combined well to send Moore in behind the Dalkeith defence. His drilled cross just missed the inrushing Stevenson and Martin and the home side sprang the counter attack and passed well and found space inside the box to fire home.




Full Time
6 – 2

The scoreline suggests a hiding but it was far from it. The home side expected a stroll in the sun and got a big shock as Albion matched their more illustrious opponents from the higher league for work rate and endeavour for 70 minutes before the extra players available to Dalkeith meant they had more fitness. Every player was outstanding and some of the football played by Albion was the best for a few weeks. Shaun Moore was outstanding at left back and Ferguson looked like he had never been away. Irvine was the Albion man of the match at centre half but no player can be faulted. A great effort all round!

Team : 



Wallace





McCallum


Ferguson

Irvine

Moore

Martin

O’Brien

F Ross
       Cowan



     Stevenson

    Barr

Report Courtesy of John Barr
