Saturday 19 March 2004
 Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
 Edinburgh East Division
 Newtongrange Abbey (0) 1 v 2 (1) Redpath Albion
 @ Newtongrange - KO 2pm
On a perfect day for football Albion were back at Newtongrange to
attempt to gain revenge for last weeks cup defeat handed out by the 
home side. Albion freshened the line-up with two changes from last week.
Minto and Lozano came in for Barr and O'Brien, with Kerr failing to make 
the squad through injury. Albion started as if they meant business, but it was 
Wallace who was called into action first and he blocked a good shot in 4 
Minutes. Four Minutes later a surging run down the right by Stevenson
ended with his cross flying over the bar from the boot of Cowan. In 15 
Minutes a brilliant run by O'Donnell saw Huxtable with acres of room
in the box, but his snapshot went inches wide of the post.
Albion opened the scoring in 21 Minutes when Huxtable went on a
run down the left and his persistence saw him cross the ball to
the far post where Lozano dispatched his shot past the keeper. 0-1
It was more than Albion deserved as they had been well in command.
However, the home side had their moments when they broke with
great pace and in 24 Minutes, Wallace again threw himself at the feet of 
home striker as he found himself one-on-one. Within Minutes of this
Stevenson had forced a marvellous save from the home keeper as he
touched his near post shot round the post. On the 37 Minute mark,
a good Frank Ross corner ended with Victor's powerful header
skimming the bar. A Minute later, a great cross-field pass from 
Lozano sent Cowan away but his intended lob was grasped by the keeper.
With 42 Minutes gone, Minto turned his marker on the edge 
of the area and unleashed a stunning strike, but miraculously, the 
Newtongrange keeper, turned the shot out for a corner.
The last 10 Minutes had been one-way traffic and how
Albion were still only a goal up was a mystery. Just 
on the half-time mark a great move involving O'Donnell,
Stevenson and Minto ended with Cowan latching on to the 
cross ball, only to see the ball scrape the bar and go over.
HALF-TIME 0-1
Albion went straight into the attack and a loose ball
found Lozano at the back post, but his weak header went agonizingly
wide. Then in 52 Minutes, Stevenson shot past from the edge of the area.
Six Minutes later another marauding run from Huxtable saw the ball
fall to Minto who turned the ball back across the box where he found
Huxtable, who scuffed the shot from close in. On 61 Minutes a great
move between Frank Ross and Cowan saw Albion win their 12th 
corner of the game. As a result full-back Irvine's header was brilliantly
turned over the bar by the home keeper. Albion were so far ahead in
this game and had created enough chances to win two games, but again 
a quick break by Newtongrange resulted in Wallace turning a great
shot past the post. As the clock ticked on Albion's slender, but thoroughly 
deserved lead, Lozano who had worked tirelessly on the right flank, 
was replaced by Barr, with Stevenson moving to wide right. Albion
were prising open the home defence at every opportunity, and consecutive 
chances fell to Barr and Ross, but both shot wide. In 75 Minutes Frank Ross,
again found himself with room on the edge of the area, but his shot flew
wide of the far post. There was a blow for Albion in 77 Minutes, when
Huxtable landed awkwardly and had to be replaced with what looked like
a bad hip injury. O'Brien slipped into midfield, with Stevenson again, proving
his versatility, by dropping back into central defence, and Frank Ross shifting
wide right. Albion overcome this set-back almost immediately and Minto shot
wide from an acute angle. The lack of an in-form finisher was taking its toll
and the frustration felt by the squad at the scale of missed chances, was too prove
costly as with barely 8 Minutes on the clock a rare corner for the home side was
accurately dispatched across the Albion goal to an unmarked forward who
glanced a header past Wallace with his team-mates ball watching 1-1.
What a blow this was!. Albion were so far in front it was an absolute
travesty, but the game can do this to you if you can't take your chances.
If Albion wanted to salvage the 3 points, which they thoroughly deserved,
then they had to find the spark that had eluded them in front of goal
for most of the match. As the clock ticked and the match official stating that
he was playing 2 Minutes injury time, Albion had one last push. The midfield 
wrestled possession and shipped it out to the right, where it was pushed into the 
path of Minto, who cut-back to O'Donnell just lurking on the edge of the area.
The advanced years and composed experience of O'Donnell sent an inch perfect 
pass wide left to Barr, who still had some work to do as he cut inside and used the same
vital ingredients enjoyed by O'Donnell to curl a great ball past the stranded home keeper to make it 1-2.
There was so little time left that the home side were barley able to restart the match
 before the match official, Mr Laurie blew for time.
FULL -TIME 1-2

TEAM

WALLACE

K ROSS                McCALLUM              HUXTABLE (O'BRIEN)              IRVINE

LOZANO  (BARR)                F ROSS                 O'DONNELL                COWAN

MINTO             STEVENSON
 

Verdict

The result doesn't lie. It did look a close run thing, and the fact that Albion
needed an injury time wonder goal from player manager Barr, would
certainly give the neutral observer that impression, but believe me when
I say that this was yet another game that should have been finished by half-time.
Chances missed must have ran into double figures!. At least eleven good and 
half-chances can be considered a bad day's work, but really it was anything
but a bad performance. Wallace produced four outstanding saves, and for long spells
he was a spectator in this game and yes
the home side had only four  chances as Albion pressed forward, but the back-four
hardly put a foot wrong, with Kevin Ross having a particularly good game at 
right back. Irvine and McCallum were hardly stretched but when called on
took the pace of the game in their stride. Huxtable was again a driving force
and sliced through the home side's defence whenever the fancy took him
O'Donnell was immense ruling the central midfield area, with
Frank Ross and Cowan working their areas with strength and confidence.
 Lozano, who wasn't 100% fit gave what he could before leaving the fray to
make way for Barr, who again proved his worth with the last gasp goal
which was brilliantly taken under extreme pressure with just second to spare.
A less experienced player may not have realised the magnitude of the opportunity
presented to them and lost focus. The ball could have ended anywhere! Not so
with JB, an experienced striker who picked his spot to calmly give the keeper 
no chance. Stevenson was a constant threat and it was a measure of this 
other experienced player that he was asked to switch position's three times
during the 90 Minutes. Such versatility is a huge plus for any side.
O'Brien slotted in for the injured Huxtable and looked comfortable when
given the ball. The squad's 'never-say-die' attitude showed how much they
want this title, and if we can get back to slotting away the chances when
they're presented, it could just be our year.
