Saturday 19 February 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Brunton Cup Quarter Finals
Redpath Albion (0) 2 v 0 (0) Meadow Star
@ Jack Kane Centre  - KO 2pm
(After Extra Time )
The Ams made heavy weather of this pulsating cup-tie and 
needed extra time to bring the tie to ac close when it should 
really have been all over in regulation time. These two sides
are old rivals and there have been some classic encounters over the years.
The switch to "neutral" Jack Kane centre was forced due to ongoing building work
to the Pilrig gymnasium area, it was a bright sunny, but cold day and the pitch was
in a terrible condition. Irvine had recovered from the knock received in last weeks
match. Kerr was still struggling with the leg injury sustained against Arniston.
Albion went with the side that finished last week's battle against Arniston and 
from the first whistle took command of the game. With only 2 Minutes gone a great ball from O'Brien
saw Stevenson lose his marker and he should have did better as he lobbed over the stranded 
keeper from just inside the area. Seven Minutes later, Stevenson again crashed a great
shot wide of the keepers post. The game became scrappy and it was obvious both sides
were being affected by the terrible pitch conditions, added to a swirling wind.
There were 32 Minutes on the clock before Albion threatened again when Victor 
glided past his marker and crashed a shot of the keeper as the ball spun out for a corner.
Six Minutes later another Albion corner fell kindly to Stevenson, but he blasted over after he lost
his footing as he lined up the shot.
HALF - TIME....0-0
No changes form either side at the break but Albion knew that they had to up their game to have 
any chance of killing the tie. They had their best spell in the game and for the opening 20 Minutes
of the 2nd half they swarmed all over the visitors. In 51 Minutes Frank Ross shot wide when he should have done better. 
Then in 55 Minutes a Stevenson shot scraped the post. Then in 57 Minutes a Slaton free-kick looked goal-bound, but the
keeper produced a fantastic save to turn the ball round the post. From the resulting corner Stevenson
had a great header cleared of the line. Two Minutes later a great cross found Cowan at the back post
but he failed to connect properly for what would have been a certain goal. In 65 Minutes Frank Ross hit the 
cross-bar with the keeper well beaten, but the rebound fell kindly for the relieved stopper. It was obvious
that it wasn't going to be Albion's day and they replaced striker Barr for Minot in an effort to inject
some fresh pace up front. As extra time looked likely, Wallace was called into action as the visitors 
came looking for the sucker punch. First Irvine misjudged a through ball and Wallace blocked a great 
effort as he came off his line. Then with Minutes left on the clock, Wallace again produced a fine
save to deny the visiting striker. There was no further action and the game went into extra time>
FULL - TIME.....0-0
Albion had only themselves to blame for having to endure the extra 30 Minutes and it
was going to be a nervy and tiring extra period. Both sides upped the effort and the game
was in danger of boiling over as match official Mr. Clark struggled to spot the individual
battles that raged over the park. Sub Minto was causing the visitors problems and he 
came in for most of the rough tactics, but he was to have the last laugh. Mid-way through
the 1st period of ET a Cowan corner was sent over and it was Minto who was first
to react as he stooped low to flash a header past the stranded keeper to make it 1-0
It was no all Albion and they went looking for the goal that would tie up this match
However they had to wait until 5 Minutes from time as a Stevenson cut-back found
Minto and the youngster slipped home the deciding goal to make it 2-0
FINAL SCORE.......2-0 (AET)
TEAM
WALLACE
SALTON         McCALLUM         HUXTABLE           IRVINE
VICTOR             F. ROSS          O'BRIEN (O'DONNELL)            COWAN  
BARR  (MINTO)       STEVENSON
 

Summary

A frustrating day for Albion as they huffed and puffed their way to victory.
Apart from the last 5 Minutes of regulation time, as Meadow almost snatched a win,
and Albion had Wallace to thank for two tremendous late saves, there only ever looked like one winner as 
Albion passed up chances to wrap the game up. Too many individuals had an uninspiring day and struggled to
 get into any kind of rhythm. The law of averages must dictate that there will be spells of inconsistency, and at this level,
it’s to be expected. However, the result was deserved even if the performance was not up to usual
Albion standards. Minto climbed off the bench, for the third game in a row, to make an invaluable contribution.
A home tie in the semi-final was at stake and Albion can now look forward to another pressure game.
