Saturday 18 September

Friendly

Redpath Albion (1) 3 v 2 (1) Carbrera FC

@ Pilrig Park

Holiday weekend in Edinburgh and with a diversion from League and Cup business, Albion entertained Carbrera FC in a friendly.

Albion’s “largest crowd of the season” were keen to see the return of John Barr and to witness the 1st appearance of the club’s three youth player’s drafted into the squad for today’s game as Albion rested a number of players’ and freshened up the line-up.

The strong wind that ruined last weeks game as a football spectacle had decided to pay a return visit and it was a swirling and windy Pilrig Park that greeted both sides. However, the large home crowd witnessed two stunning strikes by the home side that would send them home happy. Albion kicked-off playing against the strong breeze and although coping easily, failed to spot the far post danger at a corner in 18 Minutes and found themselves a goal down as Carbrera headed themselves into a 0-1 lead. Almost immediately Albion hit back when Crawford was denied when the opposition keeper pulled off a wonder save to keep his side in front. In 24 Minutes came strike number one as Barr ghosted clear to take a waist high ball on the full volley from 20 yards and the touch-line could only watch in awe as the perfect strike whizzed past the keeper to nestle in the top corner 1-1.
HALF TIME 1-1

Albion changed ends relishing the thought of playing with the strong wind at their backs and the early pressure paid off as they camped in the Carbrera half with some extended pressure but nothing to show for it. In 57 Minutes came wonder strike number two. Stevenson picked the ball up some 40 yards out and dazzled his way skilfully past three opponents before blasting an unstoppable shot that gave the keeper no chance. 2-1 . The game settled into a predictable pattern with the opposition looking to relieve the pressure and Albion looking to add to their lead. Carbrera found the relief they were looking for when a speculative ball evaded the Albion back-line and the ball was headed past Wallace to make it 2-2. An injury to Huxtable meant a debut for youth player McKenzie who slotted in at left full back with Irvine moving to central defence. In 66 Minutes normal service was resumed as Stevenson was first to take advantage of a sloppy back-header and intercept to nod past the keeper to make it 3-2 The home side continued to apply the pressure and fresh legs were added when youth players Salton (Midfield) and Minto (Striker) replaced Nicholson and Crawford to make their senior debuts. Despite being on top Albion failed to add to their tally and were happy to run-out 3-2 winners.
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K ROSS
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KERR





BARR

STEVENSON

Summary

As friendlie’s go this was more of a light work-out. Overall not a great performance, but valuable for the chance to give Barr his first 90 Minutes of the season, after his injury woes, and for the outing’s given to the 3 youth players, who coped well with the rigours of the senior game. The game will be noted for probably two likely candidates for goals’ of the season as Barr and Stevenson delivered strikes of the highest quality.
