Plenty of Xmas gifts at Pilrig

Albion strolled through to the next round of the Brunton Cup
with a five goal demolition of Portobello Thistle.
The visitors had given Albion a run for their money in the two
league encounters with Albion scraping through by the odd goal, and
it was right to expect a similar effort a third time, as Albion went about
their mission in some style. The park was really good condition and as it was 
the last game before the holiday period, Albion were in no mood to be
charitable as they went about their business with some determination.
The opening action was pretty scrappy and ref Mr Latto had to 
keep a watchful eye on proceeding’s as the visitors threw themselves into
every challenge. It was to no avail as a Ferguson corner was bravely headed 
home by top scorer Stevenson who took a nasty head knock in the process.1-0
Two rash challenges on Kerr, then Barr, proved that the visitors were still
hopeful of an upset, but in 27 Minutes a good move involving a neat
Frank Ross pass to Kerr saw his shot blocked well by the keeper, but 
Barr had the easiest of chances to tap it home from close range. 2-0
Six Minutes later the tie was all but over. Albion won another
free kick which was sent over by Ferguson and met by Huxtable.
His header came back off the keeper; he then edged the ball towards goal
a second time only to see this one scraped off the line. However, the ball
landed kindly for Barr who couldn’t believe his luck as he crashed home 
the loose ball to make it 3-0
HALF TIME 3 – 0
Albion knew that a fourth would really kill any resistance from
Portobello, and that an early goal would really settle this tie and it
came in 53 Minutes when another great move down the right saw a 
Crawford shot saved, but ricochet into the path off Stevenson, who had his 
shot saved. However the power in the shot saw the ball deflect back into his
path and he made no mistake at the second attempt. 4-0
With 74 Minutes on the clock Albion freshened thing’s up with Salton and
Lozano replacing Stevenson and Frank Ross. Five Minutes later Albion netted
their fifth when Kevin Ross was first to react to a loose ball in the box to slide
 home his first goal in four seasons 5-0
FULL – TIME 5 – 0

TEAM


WALLACE

FERGUSON

O’DONNELL

HUXTABLE

K ROSS
CRAWFORD

O’BRIEN
F ROSS  (SALTON)
KERR
BARR

STEVENSON (LOZANO)

Subs Not Used: COWAN

Verdict
An easy win for the home side as they cruised past what was expected
to be “stuffy” opponents. Injuries to Irvine and McCallum meant 
enforced changes to the back four, but any worries were soon put
aside as O’Donnell coped admirably in his new role as sweeper. Also
the three changes made to last weeks line-up proved that every squad
player has an important role to play as manager Barr reshuffles the 
pack to keep things fresh. 
