Albion suffer 2nd half collapse at Bonnyrigg

Albion squared up to rival championship contenders Bonnyrigg on a
park that was barely playable and with so much at stake both squads
found it difficult to master the conditions. Albion who were badly hit by
injuries lined-up minus O’Donnell, McCallum, Victor and Minto from
the side who had won their previous two games, and in came Kerr
Crawford, Kevin and Frank Ross with youth player Salton making
his first start of the season.

The early stages of the game saw Albion take command and with the back-line
 standing firm they were never really troubled. In 9 Minutes Barr had a great turn and shot
saved well by the keeper. A Minute later the same player found himself alone with just the keeper to beat but the shot was too tame to trouble the keeper. The visiting midfield was taking a grip
of the game and some fine runs from Salton and Frank Ross were causing some 
real problems for the home side who were living dangerously. In was inevitable that Albion 
would open there account and it came in 18 Minutes when a finely measured pass from
Frank Ross found Crawford, who beat the off-side trap to advance through and slip the 
ball past the keeper to make it 0-1 Albion were now playing some good stuff, with Salton
prompting from the centre of midfield, and it was another fine ball from Salton that let Kerr 
evade two tackles and send a tempting cross flashing across the face of goal which ended 
just out of reach of Crawford. In 30 Minutes a Ferguson corner was headed inches wide by Stevenson. Three Minutes later a great 4-man move was only finished with a cynical tackle
on Crawford who was homing in on goal. A rare flurry up the park from the home side had
Wallace having to hold a dipping shot that looked more awkward than dangerous. Crawford was seeing a lot of the ball, but was also on the end of some treacherous tackling and why the referee
kept his book in his pocket is anybodies guess. Albion had played really well and a last 5 Minute flurry should really have wrapped the game up when firstly, a great run by Salton saw him go past three players, evading at least one attempt to up-end him, but he kept his feet and with only the
Keeper to beat he should have squared for the unmarked Barr but he elected to shoot from an

Acute angle giving the keeper the opportunity to turn it round the post. Then Kerr had a great 
run down the left and another chance slipped by

HALF TIME 0-1
The 2nd period started with controversy when within seconds of the restart Kerr worked his way inside the full-back and was obviously clattered from behind. The contact was heard all round the park but once again the ref decided to wave play on. This incident and the missed chances just on half time proved costly as the home side came alive and started to master the midfield. In 56 Minutes they were level when a good overlap down the right was cut back into the area where a home striker swiftly dispatched the ball beyond Wallace to make it 1-1 
With the park now looking like a mud heap Albion were finding it difficult to repeat the 
fast flowing football that saw them dominate the 1st period, however, a through ball found Barr 
one-on-one with the keeper and as his shot cannoned of him it landed at the feet of Crawford who
should have scored but shot high over the bar. It proved costly as within 3 Minutes the home side 
found themselves deservedly in front in 77 Minutes when a free-kick was flicked into the penalty area, the home striker connected with a looping header that sailed over the head of Wallace to make it 2-1 Albion were stunned by this and a tactical switch saw Cowan replace Crawford with Kerr
Moving in alongside Barr as they chased the equaliser. In 86 Minutes with Albion pressing forward they were caught with the inevitable “sucker” punch when Bonnyrigg broke away after being under intense pressure to stab home the third goal to wrap things up at 3-1.

FULL TIME 3-1

TEAM


WALLACE

FERGUSON    HUXTABLE   IRVINE    K. ROSS


CRAWFORD (COWAN)   SALTON   STEVENSON  F.ROSS   KERR

BARR

Subs not used: VICTOR, O’BRIEN
Verdict
It would be hard to criticise this performance, especially as the first half display was as good as we’ve seen all Season. The prompting of Stevenson, Ross and Salton from midfield, ensured Albion

dominated the first period and if we had taken the first half chances the game could have been

over by half time. The treacherous conditions were ideally suited to the more physical home

side and added to this the leniency of the match official, Albion were hemmed in their own 

half for most of the 2nd period, which was a carbon copy of the first with the home side
struggling to cope with the Albion pressure. Our obligatory 20 Minute lapse in the second half, and there have been too many of them this season, undid the great work created in the first half. On the positive side it was good to see Frank Ross back in the side for his first game of the season and his  

perfect pass for Crawford’s goal summed up the first half performance. 17 Year old Salton’s 
debut was a real plus and he never looked out of place in what was a real physical encounter.

The back line of Ferguson, Irvine, Huxtable and Ross were outstanding in the 1st half, but had to cope valiantly for long spells in the second as the Albion midfield were over-run. Crawford and Kerr contributed well, especially in first half, but with only fleeting service in the second, had to adopt a more defensive role. Barr played the front line brilliantly, but lacked the clinical finish at vital times. It’s a small set-back as we head for a critical run up to the festive period and although this 3-1 loss dents our title challenge there is still a very long way to go.

