Saturday 16 April 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Redpath Albion  (1) 3 v 2 (0)  Caledonian Highlanders
@ Pilrig Park - Kick - Off 2pm
 
	Albion hosted the visit of Caledonian for the second time in 3 months. The initial fixture was abandoned
when the goals blew over in a gale-force wind, and with only minutes left play and 3-1 in front it was 
decided that the fixture be re-cast. With on 6 days until Albion headed for Patties Road to play in
the Brunton cup final, it was going to be a crucial period of the season.
Albion were without sweeper McCallum who was away for the weekend, which meant a switch to 
the back-line for O'Donnell, with O'Brien starting at centre midfield. Kerr was back after his 5 week
lay-off due to a leg injury and was listed on the bench.
Pilrig Park was looking in marvellous condition after the remedial work had been done to the surface
and the park was looking great. As both sides got the game underway attacking highlights were limited
as both defences gave no quarter. Albion were taking their time to get into their stride and it was full 18 Minutes
before Stevenson forced the Cali keeper to dive low to push a shot past the post. From the corner a header was
scrambled on to the bar and the danger cleared. Although Albion were in command they were finding it
difficult creating chances and the any likely goals were going to come from set-pieces, and sure enough, in
39 Minutes a Cowan corner was headed on the bar by Irvine, which fell to Huxtable who crashed the
rebound high into the net to make it 1-0.
HALF -TIME 1-0
After what was a very nervy first 45 Minutes Albion came out strongly for the second period and within a
Minute Barr had forced the keeper to dive full length at his near post to save well and turn the ball round the 
post for a corner. Albion had now stepped up a gear and were taking the game to the visitors in order to 
add to their goal tally. Albion suffered a blow in 51 Minutes when right back Kevin Ross had to be 
substituted after suffering a nasty toe injury. He was replaced by Ferguson.
However, the second goal came courtesy of a penalty earned and converted by Stevenson
in 65 Minutes to make it 2-0. This should have been the platform to settle the home side and recover the form
they've shown in recent weeks, but it was not to be, as the visitors scored a good headed goal from a free-kick
only a Minute after going two behind. Now 2-1 and Albion had to try and put some distance between the plucky
Highlander's sides comeback aspiration's if Albion wanted to secure the three points. Albion 
made a change with Victor making way for Kerr at right midfield, where it was hoped his pace would make a difference.
The elusive goal came in 79 Minutes when Stevenson and Barr combined to force a good save from the keeper
only for the ball to sit up nicely for Barr to nod home the rebound to restore Albion's 2 goal advantage and make
it 3-1. Albion were conscious of saving some energy with Friday's final in mind and they replaced O'Brien 
with Minto and it almost paid a quick dividend as Stevenson threaded a clever ball through to Minto whose shot
had the keeper well beaten , but inched past the post. As the clock ticked down Albion were left claiming
what for them was a real penalty claim, but the ball was cleared up field to an unmarked Cali player who
was a long way off-side, but allowed to continue his run by the match official, his cut-back to the edge
of the area was crashed home to make it 3-2 and confirm the final score.
FULL TIME 3-2


TEAM

WALLACE

K ROSS (FERGUSON)          O'DONNELL                HUXTABLE               IRVINE

VICTOR  (KERR)                   F ROSS                 O'BRIEN (MINTO)                COWAN

BARR         STEVENSON

 

VERDICT
This was a very nervy performance from Albion. They were never in any real danger
of losing the match, but it was probable that some players' had their eye on next
Friday's cup final, and who could have blamed them, as they huffed and puffed
their way through the 90 Minutes. If the performance was jaded, and there have
been a few this season, the silver lining is that there has never been two successive games
where we haven't performed. After each dodgy game we've came out all guns blazing
in the following, and I don't think Friday's cup final will be any different.
The squad know how important the final will be to the club and the travelling support
and they won't let anybody down on the night.
 


