League 

Standard Life (0) 0 v 9 (6) Redpath Albion

@ Roseburn Park


Albion wrapped this game up with a six goal first half blitz of the hapless
home side on a murky January day.
Despite the glut of goals Albion stuttered into the lead as both sides found the heavy condition’s difficult to master, but the onslaught was begun in 13 Minutes as Albion scored 3 goals in a seven spell. Firstly, Stevenson looped a header over the badly placed home keeper to make it 0-1. Then 5 Minutes later a perfect ball from full back Salton found Crawford with an opportunity to bag number 2 and he made no mistake from 6 yards to slip home number two 0-2. Three Minutes later Stevenson scored his second and Albion’s third to make it 0-3. For the next 9 Minutes Albion took their foot of the pedal and allowed the home side some possession, but with half an hour gone, Barr crashed home a good cross from Stevenson to increase Albion’s lead to 0-4. In 38 Minutes Albion scored the goal of the game when a good passing move down the right involving sweeper O’Donnell, who found full back Salton in acres of space just inside the home half. His ball found Crawford who worked a great one-two with Stevenson before Crawford slotted home to make it 0-5. Then with 3 Minutes to the break, a wonderful lob from left back Irvine from fully 35 yards sailed over the head of the home keeper, who was again badly placed, and the ball settled in the net to give Albion a 0-6 half time lead.
HALF TIME 0-6

Albion, although so far in front and with the game all but over, started the second half in style when captain Huxtable took possession and charged up the park on an unstoppable run when he duly squared for Barr to slide the ball home from close range 0-7
As conditions deteriorated and the midfield area turning into a ‘glue pit’ the visitors struggled to play any real constructive football and for the next 20 Minutes the game was lifeless. With Albion totally dominant, but only just keeping to grips with the conditions. Albion were dealt a blow when Salton, who had played a vital part in the performance, pulled up with a hamstring problem and was replaced by Kevin Ross. This incident proved that the condition’s were now having an effect on fitness and Albion made a double substitution with centre half Huxtable and midfielder Kerr being replaced with Lozano and Minto. Albion now went to a back three with four up front and the switch in tactics paid instant dividends. On 79 Minutes Stevenson notched his hat-trick to head home a corner to make it 0-8. Albion now found some renewed urgency and the injection of pace from Lozano revived the game and woke the visitors into action. In 83 Minutes a clever pass from O’Brien sent Stevenson through and with the home keeper making a complete hash of his challenge Stevenson only had to watch as the ball flew over the line to score his fourth and Albion’s ninth.
FULL TIME 0-9
TEAM

WALLACE

SALTON (K ROSS)
O’DONNELL
HUXTABLE (MINTO)

IRVINE

CRAWFORD

O’BRIEN
F ROSS
KERR (LOZANO)

BARR

STEVENSON


Subs not used: G RUSSELL
VERDICT
An emphatic win by Albion on what could have been a tricky away trip.
As conditions were far from ideal and the park cutting up badly as the game 
wore on, it was probably fortunate that the squad had wrapped this game
up in the first half, as the second was a real grind. Albion had started brilliantly 
with a goal straight from the restart but then dropped a gear. Another clean sheet, 
but with keeper Wallace never having a save to make, it was a very easy day for him.
Salton, playing his second game at right full back, was again outstanding, and his 
delivery was superb as he had a hand in almost every goal. Huxtable was also
immense as he charged forward at every opportunity, supported by O’Donnell 
who had slotted in at sweeper for flu victim McCallum. O’Donnell’s clever use
of the ball at the back was the catalyst for most of Albion’s flowing football.

Irvine was as solid as ever, and his ‘wonder goal’ was worthy of his contribution 

to the game. Crawford, wide right, was always menacing and his double was 

down to his positioning at crucial times in the game. O’Brien found the conditions
difficult at times as the centre of the park bore the brunt of the muddy conditions.
But, his creative play was again a big factor in this win. Frank Ross was always 

quick to support his front men and to shield the back four when needed. Kerr, 

wide left, was a victim of the conditions as the ball was swung over to the
right where playing conditions were more firm? However, his contribution
was as vital as the rest. Stevenson’s switch to front man has been the success

of the season as he has now recorded 21 goals this season, with possibly 10 games
still to play. He was ably assisted by player-manager Barr who increased his own 
tally with a double. Subs Lozano, K Ross and Minto slipped in when needed
and to their credit contributed enthusiastically, when the game was well won.

