	Saturday 14 May 2005
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Breck Hermitage Albion  (0) 1 v 1 (1)  Redpath Albion AFC
@ Jack Kane Centre  - KO 2pm

Albion failed at the final fence as this 1-1 draw left them without the win
that would have ensured a league title play-off. A marvellous Ferguson
free-kick gave Albion a 0-1 interval lead, but a 70th Minute penalty ended
our chances of the play-off. Albion can take heart from the fact that point
ensures promotion as runner-up, but after leading the league since the second
game if the season, only to lose it on the last day leaves us all disappointed.
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Long throw expert, Salton  (2) causes panic in home defence
[image: image2.jpg]




Albion press for the elusive winner
Picture the scene!. You've backed a horse in the Grand National and it's led the 
race since it charged over the second fence. It has refused four fences (in our case 4 defeats)
but has regained it's nerve and jumped the fences anyway and still managed to maintain its lead
at the front of the pack. Two fences caused your horse to stumble (our 2 draws v Breck) but again, 
your horse has regained its composure and sped away, still leading. 
Then with the finishing line in sight you're horse heads down the home straight, it only has to maintain
the form that it has enjoyed throughout the race to get over that line in first place to at least look forward
to a "photo" finish with the horse that's gained some pace and finished strongly over the last half mile.
But no, the unthinkable happens and the horses nerve goes at the final fence and he misjudges the jump
and down goes the horse. After all the hope and excitement, all the fences cleared, all the getting up and
dusting yourself down when you "fell", regaining the lead and maintaining the drive for the finishing
line, then bang, the horse loses focus at the last minute!. Well that "Horse" was us!.
Yes after all the trials and tribulation's of a long race (season) we fell at the last fence.
But like any gambler, we'll be back to have a bigger  flutter next season as 2nd place at least 
guarantees promotion. 
The game itself (or race!) was fairly decent with Albion showing a real hunger for the points
in the first 45 Minutes. A spectacular free-kick from Ferguson gave Albion a deserved lead
however, although Albion had edged the possession in this period clear cut chances were 
at a premium. The second half was much like the first with Albion looking the more capable
of scoring further goals. In 59 Minutes Barr had a great shot saved and in 66 Minutes a Frank Ross
header skimmed the bar and bounced over. Then in 70 Minutes Albion were dealt a cruel blow
when Frank Ross lost possession on the edge of the Albion penalty area and as the ball was 
prodded forward the Breck striker turned quickly and was caught by Stevenson's challenge
with the referee awarding a penalty, which was easily crashed past Wallace to make it 1-1.
Albion threw everything into the final 20 minutes as they forced corner after corner.
The pressure was on for the home side but they coped admirably.
It was a sorry looking Albion squad who trooped back to the changing room knowing that
the loss had left them with only 2nd spot to contend with.
FULL TIME 1-1
 
TEAM

WALLACE

SALTON                      McCALLUM                       STEVENSON                            K ROSS  (IRVINE)

FERGUSON                   O'DONNELL   (O'BRIEN)                COWAN                F ROSS (MINTO)                  KERR
BARR

Subs Not Used: LOZANO
 

 

	 


