Saturday 12 February 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
East Division
Redpath Albion (1) 4 v 0 (0) Arniston FC
@ Pilrig Park - KO 2pm
 
Albion won this top table clash in some style and sent a massive message to their nearest 
challengers that they intend seeing this championship tussle right to the wire.
The late loss of O'Donnell, through injury, was a blow, but Kev Ross was declared fit
along with Kerr. Word had come through that Arniston had posted good luck messages
on the local Radio expressing that they were going "whop Redpath at Pilrig and go on
and win the League". We'd like to thank Arniston for that. If Albion needed any extra
inspiration, these crass statements certainly focused us on the job in hand.
Both teams started slowly, as you would expect, with Albion just edging the early 
pressure and forcing a series of corners which gave the visitors little trouble.
As the game progressed Arniston took advantage of the wind and forced Albion
to defend stoutly, but it wasn't all one-way traffic despite the big wind advantage as
Albion probed open some space to work the visiting keeper .Albion were dealt a
blow early on when Kerr suffered a relapse of the injury that has plagued him
recently and he was replaced by O'Brien in midfield. Spanish signing Victor Lozano
was enjoying space wide right and it was his vision that saw a great ball from Irvine,
headed on for Lozano to coast past the full-back to crash Albion in front in 28 Minutes. 1-0
This goal turned the tide as Albion were gaining more midfield possession and in 37 Minutes
a great run and cross from Cowan saw Stevenson head a glorious chance over the bar.
HALF - TIME....1-0
Albion were now looking to take advantage of the strong breeze at their backs and within
Minutes of the restart they squandered two great chances when Frank Ross found himself on the 
receiving end of two great saves by the keeper. The game ebbed and flowed, and Albion was
looking the likely side to open the second half scoring, and in 61 Minutes they did so in some 
style. A great run from Huxtable ended with him being sent sprawling at the edge of the Arniston
penalty area. Salton stepped up to emulate his magnificent strike from the previous week to send
a fantastic free kick into the roof of the net to put his side deservedly 2-0 up.
Albion could now sense victory and they continued to cause huge problems for the visitors,
who now had to open up and throw caution to the wind? In 66 Minutes more great work from O'Brien 
and F Ross sent Barr through on goal and the veteran striker unleashed an accurate goal-bound half-volley,
but somehow the Arniston keeper kept his side in the game by pulling off a wonder save. Lozano was teasing
and torturing the visitors with his dazzling Latin wing-play, and it was Ole when in 78 Minutes he pranced
down the right and left the keeper no chance as he provided a carbon copy of his earlier goal to seal victory
3-0. At this stage the visitors were a ragged shadow of the side that started so well, but they were given a 
slight life-line in 85 Minutes when Wallace darted from his line and accidentally clattered the 
Arniston striker. The match official pointed to the spot, the visiting touch-line could only watch as the ball
slid wide of Wallace's right hand post. Another desperate Arniston attack saw full-back Irvine land
awkwardly and he became the second Albion player to suffer a major injury. Irvine was replaced by
striker Minto, with Stevenson stepping back into defence. The substitution, meant the action still wasn't finished.
In injury time Minto found himself with only the keeper to beat and he coolly lobbed the advancing keeper from
20 yards to make it 4-0
FULL -TIME...4-0
TEAM

WALLACE
SALTON          McCALLUM          HUXTABLE         IRVINE (MINTO)

LOZANO          COWAN         F ROSS        KERR (O'BRIEN)

BARR    STEVENSON

Subs not used: G Russell, K Ross
VERDICT
A fine win from Albion and well deserved. We knew it would be difficult
and, apart from a shaky spell against the wind in the first half, a game that
Albion always looked likely to win. The management team-talk had been all
about individual performances and lifting the focus and tempo of the game
and true to form every player produced the goods when it mattered.
Wallace never put a foot wrong and instilled great confidence in his 
back line, Salton just gets better with every game, and his stunning 
free kick was no fluke as he floated an accurate ball past the keeper.
Huxtable produced a measured, mature Captain's performance, McCallum was assured and 
steady, Irvine was a giant at the back and provided a valued assist at the 
first goal. Lozano, has waited patiently for his chance in the side
and he certainly gave a masterful wing display in what was a vital test for him.
He was subject to some rough treatment, not helped by some weak refereeing,
but he dusted himself down and gave the opposition the perfect answer.
Frank Ross was back to form and drove the midfield at every opportunity, Cowan
just back from long-term injury worked tirelessly and was a perfect foil with his
attacking play up the left side. Kerr, again, suffered a recurrence of his previous
injury and was reluctantly replaced early in the game, his pace was missed, but
it allowed replacement O'Brien to put in the performance that proved that
he is capable of spotting a creative pass to prize open tight defences, as well as
matching his opponents physically. Twin strike force of veterans Barr and Stevenson
failed to hit the net for probably the first time this season. At least one of the "oldies"
has breached the target when Albion have won, but make no mistake their lack of
goals didn't reflect the work rate both players produced as they ran the Arniston
defence ragged all game. Young Minto, again come from the bench, to add to his
tally and the little livewire produced a stunning strike to cap a marvellous display
by the Albion squad. A performance that will be remembered for a long time.
