Saturday 11 September
League

Redpath Albion (1) 3 v 2 (1) Newtongrange Abbey

@ Pilrig Park KO 2pm

Albion’s win was more to do with which team mastered the windy condition’s, and thankfully it was the home side that battled through. The condition of Pilrig Park’s surface was not ideal as damage caused by the recent Mela Festival had left the park rutted and uneven, and it was quickly proved that both sides were going to have a difficult day football wise. Throw in the howling gale that blew from end to end and you had the makings of a scrappy game.
Albion had one change from last weeks winning side with Huxtable coming in for the holidaying Victor who was back home in Spain for a family visit. Albion chose to play against the gale in the first half and they defended well for most of the half, however, it was to Albion’s credit that they pushed forward at every opportunity and should have scored twice in the opening 17 Minutes, but Crawford sent one shot wide of the post with the keeper beaten and then flashed a snap-shot over the bar. The visiting side only really threatened at corners with the ball being swung into the wind to cause the occasional panic in the Albion back-line. In 29 Minutes a Newtongrange corner came back of the post before being cleared to safety, then within 3 Minutes Albion also had a shot come back off the bar. As the game started to open up Albion forced a corner in 34 Minutes. Ferguson swung an inch perfect cross into the path of Stevenson who rose to fire a text-book header into the net to make it 1-0  It  was no surprise that Albion had edged in front, but it wasn’t for long as another Newtongrange corner in 38 Minutes hung in the wind, and then landed at the foot of the visiting striker. His shot was saved by Wallace, but was finished off as the rebound was rifled home 1-1 It was a scrappy goal to lose, but in the circumstances and given the adverse windy condition’s Albion had faced, to go in at half-time all level, was a worthy result.
HALF-TIME 1-1

Now with the strong wind at their backs Albion could hopefully apply some extended pressure, and it came almost instantly as they forced a number of corners, which the opposition were finding difficult to cope with. In 55 Minutes another Ferguson corner found Crawford whose header was saved well by the keeper, who duly spilled it into the path of Huxtable who crashed his shot home from 6yds. 2-1. If Albion thought they could rely on the wind to give them an advantage, it wasn’t to be as they tried to play there usual passing game, but with the final ball being savaged by the strength of the elements. It was going to need another goal to put some daylight between both teams and it cam in 71 Minutes when another corner was headed out to O’Donnell on the edge of the box, he duly chipped a perfect shot into the top corner to make it 3-1 
Albion could now see the 3 points safely in the bag, but were then forced to replace the influential O’Donnell who picked up a knock, with Nicholson which was a straight swap. Albion also replaced Russell with Barr, who moved into the front line with Crawford stepping into the left midfield position. The switch had an affect on Albion and they found themselves under some pressure as the visiting side pushed 3 up front in an effort to get back into the game. Albion weathered the pressure and almost added to their tally with Crawford finding space but shooting wide. The clock was now ticking and the game almost won when in 83 Minutes Newtongrange grabbed a second goal when a speculative shot evaded Wallace. 3-2
Albion were happy to sit in and see out the final whistle and when it came it ensured that Albion had opened up a 5 point lead in their quest for Promotion.

FULL TIME 3-2
TEAM
WALLACE


FERGUSON

McCALLUM

HUXTABLE

IRVINE


COWAN       O’DONNELL (NICHOLSON)      O’BRIEN    STEVENSON     RUSSELL (BARR)
CRAWFORD

Subs not used: K Ross, Grieve

Verdict
The conditions warranted a certain type of game would be played by both sides and they had difficulty coping with the elements as both sets of players, especially Albion’s, found it almost impossible to get the ball down and play their normal passing game. It did have it’s moments when the home side spread the ball about well as the two O’s Donnell and Brien sprang to life and created some great opening’s. Crawford again contributed brilliantly especially in the first half as the lone striker against the wind. Wallace had his best game to date as did O’Brien and the back four held firm under extreme first half conditions. Cowan and Russell worked their lines well and gave able support to Crawford when needed. Stevenson kept up his miraculous feat of scoring again, his 7th goal in 3 games. Nicholson and Barr also gave a fresh input at a vital time in the game. He 3 points gave Albion the perfect lift as they finished the first quarter of the season.
