Saturday 11 December 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Arniston (2) 2 v 0 (0)  Redpath Albion
@ Gore glen - KO 2pm
The Ams lose out in this tussle of the top two. 

A nervy first half display by Albion left them pointless in what was a 
great opportunity to pull further ahead in their race for the championship.
The visit to Arniston saw Albion make two enforced changes from the
side that dismantled Preston the previous week, with Kevin Ross coming in
for Ferguson at full back and Frank Ross replacing the injured Cowan at left
midfield. The huge playing surface at Goreglen was in perfect condition as 
Arniston were first to attack when a wild shot flew well over the Albion
bar in just 33 seconds. It was a taste of thing's to come as the home side
took command of the midfield with Albion only having fleeting possession.
It was a sift move down Albion's right that produced the opener as Albion were 
outwitted with the old one-two that allowed Arniston to bend a wicked 
shot round Wallace to make it 1-0. With only 11 Minutes gone it was bad goal
to lose, but more was to come in 17 Minutes as the ref called it wrong when
penalising O'Donnell for hand-ball when everyone could see the offending
hand belonged to home player. The free kick shouldn't have troubled
Albion as it on the half way line, but a badly judged header from Irvine
gifted the home striker an opportunity to slip inside the remaining
defender to crash his shot past Wallace to make it 2-0
Albion now had it all to do and at last they started to make
inroads into the home defence as first O'Brien had a thunderous
shot brilliantly saved on the 25 Minute mark. Then Stevenson
twice had chances. The first was blasted over, with the second
blocked by the keeper. In 33 Minutes Wallace was called into action
and saved well at a corner and from a point blank shot.
HALF TIME 2-0
Albion were now looking to get back into the game quickly,
but it was the homes side, who again were first to react to
a stray ball in the midfield area and they had Wallace scurrying from 
his goal to smother the ball.
In 58 Minutes Albion made double change with both central
midfielders O'Donnell and O'Brien being replaced by
Kerr and Salton. The changes made a big difference as Albion
now had their best spell in the game. In 64 Minutes a brilliant
cross field ball from Crawford left Kerr with only the keeper to 
beat but his inch perfect slip past the advancing keeper
went inches wide. Three Minutes later Albion forced
a series of corners as they piled on the pressure which came to nothing.
In 71 Minutes a quick Arniston break had Albion on the back-foot
and McCallum had to react fast to intercept a good through ball
Albion then made their third change with Barr replacing Frank Ross.
Stevenson moved into central midfield, with Barr moving into his
familiar striking role. On the 75th Minute mark, Huxtable surged 
through a pack of players to beat the offside trap, but the keeper
blocked the shot with both legs. It was almost all over in 81
Minutes when a great break by Arniston ended with a shot crashing 
of a post, with the rebound being shot wide. It was now or never for 
Albion and they almost reduced the deficit when Barr was sent through
with only the keeper to beat, but again Albion missed the opportunity.
The final few Minutes were real end-to-end stuff with both keeper's
pulling off important saves. However, it was the home side who
were certainly the morehappier when ref Mr Duncan blew for
what was a great advert for attacking football.
FULL TIME 2-0
 

TEAM

K. ROSS              McCALLUM              HUXTABLE                IRVINE
CRAWFORD             O'DONNELL (SALTON)           O'BRIEN   (KERR)           F ROSS  (BARR)
MINTO          STEVENSON
 

Verdict
A below par first half performance left Albion with a lot to do
in the second period. The huge playing surface at Arniston
should have been ready made for the Albion midfield with visions
of O'Donnell and O'Brien creating a variety of passes that both players
were capable of. But, the sheer speed of the game and the homes sides
willingness to battle saw Albion playing a game of catch up.
The second half was much better but a series of missed half chances
left us feeling that we still have it all to do. The Arniston side still have
to come to Leith and you can be sure that their visit to Pilrig will be a
stiffer test than they encountered on their home soil.
