Monday 25 April 2004
Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association
Edinburgh East Division
Redpath Albion (1) 1 v 2 (2) Bonnyrigg AFC
@ Pilrig Park - KO 6:45pm
(Report to Follow)
The Ams cap a miserable four day's with first home defeat of the season in title clash
Nobody who turned up at Pilrig Park for this game was in any doubt about the importance
of the fixture. The home squad had to overcome the mental obstacle of Friday's Brunton Cup
Final defeat to Bonnyrigg if they were to collect anything from this game. Also, individual players had
to forget personal below-par performances on Friday if they wanted to get back the form that they had 
enjoyed throughout the season. Albion made two changes to the cup final line-up with O'Donnell, who was carrying a knock,
 and Victor making way for, Minto and Ferguson.
On a sunny, but chilly night, Pilrig Park enjoyed another bumper crowd and they anticipated 
what would hopefully be a memorable victory for the home side. They were quickly rewarded as Albion 
started with a bang as they took the game straight to the opposition. It was no surprise when the intense
early pressure ended with Minto "dancing" along the bye-line and then squeezes the ball past the visiting keeper
at the near post to put Albion in front 1-0. The early goal would surely steady the nerves and it looked as if
Albion would have a productive night as the Bonnyrigg side rocked under the pressure from front two
Minto and Barr who chased every ball. The early goal settled Albion as they pressed for the second goal but they were 
just short of the final ball, and opportunities were scarce, as the visitors woke-up and started to compete in midfield.
Albion forced a number of corners in the first 20 Minutes but they rarely troubled the visiting keeper.
In 22 Minutes disaster struck as Albion who were in control of the game at this point, gave away a cheap goal.
After losing possession in midfield a high looping ball hung in the air just inside the Albion penalty area, and with 
Albion ball watching a Bonnyrigg player was first to react and scoop the ball over Wallace to make it 1-1.
The goal left the home side stunned as they had been comfortable with their lead up to then, however, it was 
only advance warning for thing's to come as 11 Minutes later an almost carbon copy scenario found a 
visiting player left unmarked in the area left Wallace exposed as Albion screamed for offside, undeterred the striker
nodded the ball home to put the visitors 1-2 in front. The remainder of the half was played out in stunned silence, however
a Stevenson shot in 40 Minutes shook the post and went wide.
Half - Time 1-2
Albion restarted the half with one change as full-back Irvine was replaced with Salton. As with the first half Albion
stormed forward from the first whistle and twice in the first 3 Minutes good interlink play with Salton and Ferguson
saw good crosses from the right fly across goal just begging for a touch. The early exchanges were being won by 
Albion, but for every sweeping move forward, the visiting side defended well and matched the runs from Minto and Barr.
There was a feeling of same deja-vu about the next 15 Minutes as Bonnyrigg crept back into the game, as they did in the
first, as Albion relinquished control of the midfield. With 68 Minutes on the clock Albion almost levelled when a great
Ferguson corner found the on-rushing Huxtable, but his powerful header went just over with the keeper beaten. In 73 Minutes
the home side made another change with Ferguson making way for Kerr at right midfield. Albion tried all means to puncture the 
Bonnyrigg back-line, but it was frustrating for those watching to see the final pass breaking down. With time slipping away
Albion threw player's forward and at this stage Bonnyrigg threatened Wallace's goal twice in as many minutes. There was a 
look of dejection from the home crowd as they surrendered the fact that it was going to be another bad night for Albion.
The last 5 Minutes were  a tense affair as Albion battered the visitors 18 yard box, but that was as far as it got, as there seemed 
to be no way past the opposition back-line. At the final whistle the realisation that Albion had failed to produce during two of the most
important games of the season hit home and it was a dejected squad that filed out of Pilrig Park.
FULL TIME 1-2
TEAM

WALLACE
K ROSS              McCALLUM              HUXTABLE (c)          IRVINE (SALTON then for O'DONNELL)
FERGUSON (KERR)                      STEVENSON                      F ROSS                     COWAN
BARR                MINTO

Subs not used:- O'BRIEN , VICTOR LOZANO
 

Summary
There's no escaping that over the two games Albion let themselves down badly.
This disappointing result can't hide the fact that Albion may have just thrown 
away the season. The performance overall was an improvement on the cup final,
but, Albion lacked imagination and lacked a match winning player, an individual
who can change games and produce the "spark" that hauls teams over the 
finishing line when thing's aren't going quite right and the sides not playing particularly well.
The squad's came so far this season and this game, had they won, would have stamped the fact that they
could, justifiably, be hailed as Champions with a bit to spare, now it's all down to the last two games!.
Win these and we might just get a break from other results going our way. Optimists will say that we're 
still sitting top of the league, and the record books will back that up, but for how long?. Can this side
lift themselves to secure the 6 points needed to give them a fighting chance?. Only they can answer that!
All sides have a dip in form, as do players', we just happen to have chanced on ours at the most crucial
time of the season. With a full weeks break from football ahead of us, it will be a time for reflection.
Well reflect on this!
Can we find that something extra when the odds are stacked against us?.
Has the hunger to win, so evident during the away fixture at Newtongrange, when a goal in the dying seconds
secured three crucial points, deserted us?
Was the drive and commitment of the last eight minutes of the Brunton Cup semi, when we found ourselves
coming back from 0-2 down to snatch a deserved 3-2 win, just a one-off?
We hope not!. The next two fixtures will be the ideal time to prove it wasn't!
However, some player's will have to regain their form pretty quickly if they don't want
to finish the season empty handed!
Let's play these last two fixtures as if they were our first. If we do we'll have done all we can.
 



 
 

 
