


Standard Life 0 v 3 Redpath Albion

A bright but windy night at Roseburn saw Albion reverse the score of the earlier league game at Pilrig. There was only one change from the side that defeated Civil Service in Albion’s last outing as Stevenson returned in defence in place of Kevin Ross. It was Albion who flew out the traps and put their opponents on the back foot by immediately forcing a corner, which was scraped clear. Barr then forced another corner after 5 minutes that Ferguson took. It was only half cleared and Huxtable tried a half volley. This effort was deflected toward Gomez Julia whose first time flick caught the Standard keeper flatfooted and flew into the net. This should have been the signal for Albion to push home this early advantage but they seemed to go down a gear instead of going up. The home side started to come back in to things and started to throw crosses into Albion’s box. Fortunately Stevenson, Irvine and Huxtable were at their best and mopped up the danger on each occasion. Barr, Kerr and Gomez Julia were causing all sorts of trouble with their movement up front and Barr had Albion’s next chance after Gomez Julia headed Stevenson’s clearance in to his path. Barr controlled the ball but his shot from the edge of the box failed to trouble the goalkeeper as it flew wide. Next to go close was Stevenson. Ferguson whipped in a corner which Stevenson glanced just wide of the far post. Kerr was frustrated soon after as Gomez Julia and Russell linked down the right. Kerr was played in but his shot was blocked. Standard then forced a string of free kicks in the Albion half and the defence again managed to deal with most of the danger with one exception. The initial free kick was blocked by the wall but the ball was returned over the out rushing defence. Grieve was alive and saved the header at his near post and was thankful that McCallum was the first to react as he cleared for a corner. This was cleared easily. Crawford then sent Barr away down the right wing. He drove forward and produced a great cross to the back post for Gomez Julia but his powerful header went just wide. Then Barr dispossessed the home centre half in his own box but his chip was just not high enough as the home keeper leapt up and held the effort. 





Half Time 0 – 1

After a good talking to from the management at half time Albion flew out the traps again as Kerr forced a corner in the opening couple of minutes. Ferguson drove a low ball in which was neatly dummied by Barr and the inrushing Crawford lashed it home from close range. Again Albion seemed to take their foot off the gas and allowed the home side to come back in to the game. Their midfield started to get more space and they began to pop passes about. There was a lack of cutting edge, however and they were limited to shooting from long range. The best of these efforts was easily held by Grieve. Kerr then took a neat ball from Russell under control before turning to shoot from the edge of the box. The effort was again just wide. Then McCallum drove in a fierce free kick that also flashed wide. Albion then were thankful to Grieve twice in quick succession as he saved well when the Standard forwards were allowed free headers inside the six yard box. Barr dropped back to help the midfield and Albion started to dominate again. Barr received a throw out from Grieve just outside his own box and drew two opposition players. He neatly squared for McCallum who turned his marker and released Irvine into space. Irvine fed Russell who picked out Kerr. His pass for Gomez Julia saw the keeper slice his attempted clearance. Gomez Julia collected inside the box and had Barr and Crawford in acres of space just inside the box but he tried to turn the defender and the chance was lost. Then Gomez Julia made up for that error with a moment of pure genius. He was released down the right by Ferguson. His attempted cross was blocked. As the ball dropped he curled it in to the top corner with his left foot to leave the home defence shaking their heads in disbelief. The last few minutes were largely uneventful.





Full Time 0 – 3

This was a workmanlike performance as Albion continued their good second half to the season. In truth Albion were rarely troubled and didn’t have to get out of second gear and their opponents were a shadow of the side of earlier this season. There were no failures tonight. Grieve’s concentration was the best it has been all season while the three defenders in front of him were rarely troubled all night. McCallum and Crawford were dominant for the majority of the game. Allied to them were the excellent wide men Ferguson and Russell. Up front, the tireless running and movement of the front three didn’t give the home defence any peace. Gomez Julia deserves a special mention. A brace for the second game running shows he is a real predator while his touch and ability gives him and those about him time and space to create. All in all this was a job well done and another good three points.

