Redpath Albion 0 – 1 Drummond Star

21 August 2003 Pilrig Park, KO 6 45

The game was played in a good spirit with both sides trying to play football in spite of the fierce wind. The visitors started the brighter with Schaffer and McKenzie Jnr using their pace to try to put Albion under pressure. The home side were persevering with the 3 – 5 – 2 formation that had served them well in the previous 2 friendlies and settled back in after about 10 minutes. The 2 nippy Drummond front men were always a threat and Irvine had to be on his toes after 15 minutes to poke the ball away from Scheffler just as he was about to pick his spot. Cowan and Ross in the Albion midfield tried to get more involved and the latter looks back to the form of a couple of seasons ago. This was demonstrated when he controlled a high ball out of defence and turned in one movement. He surged through the centre of midfield leaving 3 players in his wake. He fed Moohan who, in turn, found Stevenson in the box in space. His initial effort was blocked. The rebound came back at him so fast he did well to get his left foot on the ball but this effort went harmlessly wide. Moments later Irvine was again the man in the right place as he tackled Scheffler in the Albion box at the expense of a corner. The Drummond right back was not tracked as he sauntered in to the area and planted the header away from Grieve for the only goal of the game. Albion pushed forward looking for the equaliser but were almost dealt the sucker punch on 35 minutes when McNulty was caught in possession in midfield. Irvine managed to get ahead of Scheffler and knocked the ball in to the air. Grieve grabbed it but the referee decided it was a pass back. While the defence argued their case Drummond took a quick free kick. Fortunately for the home side keeper Grieve was the only one awake and he dived at the feet of the Drummond midfielder to block the ball away to safety. The home side started to make the numbers pay in midfield and a chip over the top by Cowan was misjudged by the defender. This allowed Ferguson to nip in front of the keeper. In truth, there was minimal contact as the two went down in a heap but the referee decided it was a penalty. Ross took it but dragged it wide via the left hand post. Ferguson had picked up an ankle knock and was replaced by Barr. 



Half Time 0 – 1

A tactical switch saw Barr go in to the centre of midfield with McNulty moving to wide left. Crawford moved up beside Stevenson. This gave Albion much more balance and for 25 minutes some of the one touch football was as good as has been seen for a long time. Cowan, Ross and Barr were popping passes between them and the wide men and creating more space for Stevenson and Crawford to exploit. A neat passing move between Barr, Cowan and Crawford allowed Barr possession at the edge of the box. Although he went past a couple of defenders he was heading away from goal all the time end the eventual shot was sliced wide. A 1 – 2 between McNulty and Barr saw McNulty beat the right back and he delivered an accurate cross for Stevenson. With his ruthlessness in previous games the net was expected to bulge but the header went just wide. Cowan then put McNulty in behind the defence again with a great pass but he chose to shoot from a tight angle rather than square to the unmarked Stevenson and the keeper saved. Drummond were still dangerous on the break and the home defence were committing more fouls to hold up the attacks. From one free kick McKenzie Jnr got a free header 4 yards out. Grieve not only made a great save but held it as well. Ross then sent Crawford clear down the left and as Cowan, Stevenson and Ross waited to see who would tap in Crawford, this time, tried to score from a narrow angle and shot wide. In the final seconds Barr got the break of the ball at the edge of the home box and surged upfield he fed Moohan and his shot grazed the far post. This was the last action of the game.

Full Time 0 – 1

In truth a draw would have been a fair result as both teams played as well as each other. The brutal fact is that there is a distinct lack of team focus from certain players who would rather go for glory. The management have tried to drum in time and time again that there is more glory setting up a tap in than seeing the miracle shot go in once in a blue moon. There were major plus points from this game. The back three were solid and Russell was a stand out. The partnership between Ross and Cowan gets better every game and Grieve in goal may well show that there is life after Wallace after all as he made a couple of outstanding saves in the match.
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