Saturday 8 November 2003

Brunton Cup 2nd Round

Redpath Albion  (0) 1 .v. 3 (0)  Birkenside AFC

Thrills and Spills at Pilrig as Albion are edged out in Extra time….

After 120 minutes of a fast paced game, Albion can take great credit from a gutsy display against a side that are still unbeaten this season. If the visitors had come to Pilrig expecting to turn over the home side, and given Albion’s league form you wouldn’t have blamed them, it didn’t take long for Birkenside to realise that it wasn’t going to be that easy. The game had a bizarre start, when the ref started the game with Albion only having 10 players on the park, with Manager Barr still in the changing room having pre-match treatment for an old injury. The home side were first to show their attacking qualities with Cowan’s cross into the box begging to touched home, but there were no takers as the ball ran to safety. The game from then on was played at a furious pace with both sets of players’ totally committed to winning. The referee was missing a few hefty challenges and it was turning ‘niggly’ as the midfield battle raged on. In 18 Minutes a clever cross-field ball from Ferguson found Barr on the left and his first time pass found Kerr who flashed his shot wide. Bikinied than troubled Grieve on two occasions but he coped well both times. The game was end-to-end action and as the ref blew for the half-time break, both sides could be happy with their performances, although neither had any goals to show for it.

HALF – TIME 0..0

There were no changes to either line-up on the restart as Albion were again quick to go on the attack, and again it was Cowan who surged down the left and forced the keeper to save well. As with the first half the game settled into a familiar pattern as the midfield jousting continued, with the referee now deciding to draw some yellow cards in order to settle thing down. The deadlock was broken midway through the half when some pressure from the home side saw Crawford’s header across goal volleyed home by Barr in 77 Minutes.1..0 It was only now that the game opened up and both sides were creating half-chances. In 81 Minutes the game was level when a deep corner from Birkenside was headed home unchallenged to make it 1..1 If Albion were to finish this game in regulation time they had to freshen the line-up and Ferguson was replaced by Weir, who went up front. The change failed to have the desired affect and as the clocked ticked to 52 Minutes in the second half, with the ref astonishingly playing seven Minutes injury time, he eventually blew for extra time.

FULL – TIME 1..1

Extra time,

It was two tired sides that faced the added 30 minutes, but they had too find their second wind quickly if they wanted to win the game. The fresh legs of Weir were put to good use as he ran at the visiting defence, but with nothing to show for it. Then disaster struck when assistant manager Kevin Ross lost the place when he was bundled of the ball and protested for a free kick. His loud protestations were only going to have one outcome as the referee flashed the red card and walked. Now down to 10 men it was going to be an uphill struggle, and it proved just that as Grieve was twice beaten at his front post in the second half period, to give the visitors a victory they probably just about deserved.

Full – time 1..3

Overall, a creditable and gutsy performance in a game of few chances. However, what chances Albion did create lacked a cutting edge, with none of the strikers displaying a ‘predators’ instinct.

Some individual displays were worth noting as Cowan and Frank Ross both possessed the drive and work-rate needed in the high tempo that this game was played at. Stevenson’s strength at the back was also a highlight. Grieve also gets pass marks, although he was badly exposed at the back for the 2nd and 3rd goals. Confidence is obviously low and it was with an air of inevitability that some heads went down on losing the first extra –time goal. Who knows, if Kevin Ross hadn’t pushed the self-destruct button things might have been different.

Team:

Grieve

Ferguson (Weir)
K. Ross
Stevenson
J. Russell

Crawford
F. Ross
McCallum
Cowan

Kerr
Barr

Subs not used: Hughes

