Saturday 15 November 2003

League 

Watt Star  (2) 4  .v.  3 (3)  Redpath Albion

Three times in front, but can’t hold the lead……

Albion pushed in front three times in this game, but gave away advantage in spectacular style to let the home side ‘steal’ the points late in the game. They headed for South Queensferry minus EIGHT of the regular squad, with Stevenson on Holiday, Gary Russell unavailable due to work commitments, Irvine still out injured and Huxtable, Ferguson, McNulty, Hughes and Moohan all unavailable for one reason or another. The addition of two trialists, foreign import Alex Gomes and ex-Civil Service Strollers manager Billy Malone, beefed up the squad as they headed to face Watt Star.

The loss of seven regulars didn’t seem to deter the squad as they started brightly and it took all of 3 Minutes for Albion to open the scoring when a clever ball from Gomes found Barr down the right and his blocked shot fell to Kerr who slotted home from 12 yards. 0..1
The lively start made by Albion was stopped in its tracks when the home side levelled in 9 Minutes to when a ferocious free kick from the home sides No 7 was blasted high past Grieve to make it 1..1 
It was turning into an open game as both sides enjoyed the flat surface and big park and their were scares at either end, with the home side having difficulty coping with deep cross ball being thrown in by Albion. It was just such a move that allowed the visitors to go in front when some indecision by the Star back-line let Barr flick the ball past the onrushing keeper to make it 1..2

The lead gave Albion the confidence to stroke the ball about freely and with the midfield keeping up a busy supply to Barr, Crawford and Kerr there was obviously more goals in this game and we were proved right when the a surging run up the right was tucked past Grieve to again put the home side level 2..2. Four goals in the first 20 Minutes and the frantic pace of the game was keeping everyone on their toes, but was a long wait, until a Minute from half-time before the Albion had anything to shout about. It was worth waiting for though, as a great move down the right started by Gomes and involving Barr and Kerr ended with Frank Ross blasting the ball home at the back post to give Albion the lead for the third time in the game.

HALF – TIME 2…3

With a one-goal advantage Albion were obviously looking to add their tally but as with the first half, within Minutes the home side had equalised as they slotted home their third and the all important equalising goal, as Grieve was beaten at his near post when a rasping shot was squeezed in from the narrowest of angles to make it 3..3 in 51 Minutes. Both sides battled hard in the second period but were unable to make the breakthrough, although it was Watt Star who looked the likelier to score as they broke with pace and caused problems, as the Albion front men struggled to re-visit their first half form. With plenty of support from the hard working midfield of Gomes, McCallum, Cowan and Frank Ross, the home back four had tightened up considerably and chances were few. In 76 Minutes Star almost edged in front when a well directed corner came crashing off the crossbar, before finally being cleared to safety. At this point Albion reverted to a 4-4-2 with Weir replacing Barr and Kerr slipping in at left midfield, in order to stiffen the back line and consolidate the midfield. In the process of adapting to these changes Albion went behind as a long ball down the left evaded Kevin Ross, Grieve rushed from his line and was caught in no-mans land. The ball broke to the star striker who turned to drive home. 4…3 The loss of this goal, and the suicidal manner it was lost was testament to Albion’s luck this season and with Christmas just around the corner, the home side were delighted with their early Yuletide gift. However, all was not lost as Albion picked themselves up and pressured the home goal for the equaliser. Alas, series of corners in the final Minutes failed to provide the outcome desired and the visitors rued a day of what might have been.

FULL – TIME .. 4   v  3

Another day of sweet and sour proportions as Albion showed their true potential in the first period with some sweet football, only for the shine to be taken off the performance as it turn’s sour due to basic goalkeeping errors. High spots were the 1st half performance and the debuts of Gomes and Malone, who should both, fit in well. Low spots were certainly the way the side huffed and puffed their way through the final 45. Again the cutting edge was missing up-front as the Big Watt Star back line got to grips with the Albion attacking style in the second half, as the persistence in playing high balls was mopped up with ease in the second half. There were a lot of plus points in the first half performance and it is the brighter spots from the opening 45 Minutes that should be built on.
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