


Redpath Albion 2 v 3 Meadow Star

The Pilrig Park pitch had survived the bad weather of the week to allow two committed teams fight out a terrific game in some horrendous weather. Albion were without influential captain Cowan who had not recovered sufficiently from the injury sustained in the loss to Merchiston Roseberry. Irvine returned after a lengthy spell out with a calf injury to take a place on the bench. The home side had the advantage of the strong wind in the first half and took 10 minutes to carve out their first chance of the match. Frank Ross picked out Barr playing in the middle of the front three. He turned away from his marker and put a neat chip in over the defence for Weir who flashed the shot just wide of the far post. Meadow came back and put the home defence under pressure with some determined play down both flanks but the back three were equal to their efforts. Ross was winning everything in the air although the opposition midfield seemed to always be first to the loose ball. Barr was trying to inject some urgency to the Albion attacks and was always available for the ball to feet. He was linking well with Crawford and Weir on the flanks but the Meadow defenders were always able to force them wide or get in a challenge. Meadow Star took the lead against the run of play mid way through the half. Crawford’s attempted first time flick didn’t come off and caught his midfield pushing forward. The Meadow midfielder picked out the centre forward who then squared the ball for his strike partner to side foot home. There was a huge hint of offside but the referee let the goal stand. Ross and McCallum tried to up the tempo and with Barr being used as the point of the triangle Albion were starting to put some slick passing moves together. One particular move brought the equaliser. Stevenson broke up an attack and fed McCallum. He exchanged passes with Ross before chipping the ball forward to Barr. He controlled and turned before judging a lovely chip over the centre half for Weir to find the perfect finish. This was the signal for Ross to start to dominate the midfield. He seemed to be everywhere. He produced a wonderful turn in the box before crossing to the back post where the unmarked Kerr headed over form 10 yards. Then McCallum had a shot blocked away after good work from Ross and Kerr. Meadow then restored their advantage on the counter attack. The right-winger drove at the heart of the Albion defence and then slipped past Huxtable at the bye line. He fired the ball across and McCallum was unfortunate to turn the ball past Grieve as he tried to intercept. Albion kept going and another great move brought them level just before the break. Ross and Ferguson played a 1 – 2 before picking out Weir who headed on for Crawford. He cushioned the ball in to the path of Barr who slid the ball to Kerr. His shot was well saved but Ross had continued to surge forward and tapped in to the empty net. There was a hint of offside with this goal as well but again the referee decided it was fine. 





Half Time 2 – 2

Meadow started the second half trying to use the wind to their advantage but the Albion defence kept them at bay. Ferguson was starting to push forward and the link up between him, Barr and Ross was carving holes in the defence. Unfortunately the Meadow defenders were also able to clear, if at times in desperation. Ross and Barr played a neat 1 – 2 that allowed Ross to play in Weir. The goalkeeper produced a good save to deny the striker again. Barr then had a strike that went just over. Crawford was trying to get in to the game and had a couple of good runs down the left wing. One got him to the bye line and his cut back to Barr was blocked away. Weir then tested the keeper again as he drove in from the left and saw his right foot shot parried away. The Meadow keeper took a heavy blow in an accidental clash with Crawford and it showed the spirit in which the game was played as Cowan came on in his physio role to administer first aid. As time went on it looked as if the next goal would be the winner. Albion went close again as McCallum chipped a great ball over the top for Barr. He controlled the ball and turned to shoot. Crawford had backed up looking for the shot and as they got in each other’s way Barr prodded a shot in only to see the keeper save well with his feet. Then Meadow’s right back John Smith hit an optimistic shot from over 40 yards out. It seemed to be dipping too close to the home goal for Grieve to take any chances and he reached up to catch the ball. Unfortunately he dropped it straight to the feet of the opposition centre forward who volleyed the winner. Albion Brought on Irvine and John Russell in place of McCallum and Crawford and went to 4 up front in a desperate bid to find an equaliser. And they almost found it in the last minute as Barr fed John Russell. He produced a great cross for Huxtable who did everything right as he headed downwards. The Meadow keeper got down well and also made sure he kept hold of the ball. 





Full Time 2 – 3

The Albion chairman commented that this was one of Albion’s best performances for some weeks but that will be cold comfort as individual errors cost the home side dear yet again. The positives, however, far outweigh the negatives and the performance of Frank Ross was outstanding in the centre of midfield. Ryan Weir also acquitted himself very well in only his second start of the season and on another day could have had a hat trick. Paul Ferguson is growing more accomplished by the game and the team as a unit played as well as it has all season. 

Team :


Grieve



G Russell
Stevenson
Huxtable

      Ferguson
        F Ross
      McCallum(Irvine) Kerr



Weir

Barr

Crawford(J Russell)

Subs : Martin, Hughes, Irvine, J Russell

