


Redpath Albion 1 v 8 West Pilton Albion

Redpath were given a lesson in teamwork, movement and commitment on Saturday as the league leaders showed why they are champions elect as the summarily dismissed the home side. The weather was perfect at the start of the match and Redpath welcomed back Cowan & Kevin Ross to the starting line up. West Pilton started brightly and immediately put the home side under pressure but were unable to make the pressure tell. Some nice work down the right led to Huxtable having to head clear and Irvine was alert to danger moments later when he had to make a last ditch tackle. It was end to end at this stage as a Kerr throw was neatly flicked inside by Barr for Cowan who picked out Crawford. His first touch was heavy and the chance was lost. Then the visitors took the lead. A ball down the right found Scheffler who crossed for his fellow striker to volley home unchallenged. Redpath tried to fight back when Kerr and Barr combined to set up Crawford again but he shot over. Redpath’s midfield was finding it increasingly difficult to deal with their sharper counterparts and Cowan and Ferguson were looking more like full backs than wide midfielders. Redpath were restricted to counter attacks and Frank Ross and Barr exchanged passes to send Kerr through but West Pilton keeper Irvine was quickly off his line to smother the danger. It was not until 5 minutes before the interval that the visitors increased their lead. A long throw from the right was misjudged by Kevin Ross and bounced through to the winger at the far post who stretched out to prod home.





Half Time 0 – 2

The second half started much the same as the first. Redpath were starting to get some joy as the midfield tried to drag them back in to the match. 10 minutes in to the half and West Pilton went further ahead. A harmless cross came in from the left and Grieve bent down to pick it up. The home side line could only hold their heads in dismay as he allowed it to go through his legs and into the net. 5 minutes later and the big West Pilton centre half decided to get in on the act as he intercepted a pass and strode forward. He seemed to have overrun the ball and Grieve came to collect. He took his eye of the ball and allowed the centre half to take it from him and fire home.

Redpath then got a goal back. Frank Ross floated a free kick in to the box. The visiting defence looked on as Huxtable headed across for Barr to smash home from close range. Any thoughts of a comeback were extinguished shortly after when Kevin Ross made a mess of a back header and allowed the West Pilton striker to claim his second of the game as he neatly slipped the ball past the outrushing Grieve. Gary Head then danced through the Redpath rearguard before making it six with a well placed shot. Then a cross from the left was not properly cleared and the ball was thrashed home for number seven. Kevin Ross was the guilty of a rash challenge at the edge of the box and the penalty was dispatched for number eight.






Full Time 1 – 8

It has to be said that this is by far the best team that Redpath have played this season. However, the lack of pride and commitment was inexcusable from certain quarters of the team and will not be tolerated. The first half was fairly even but the second half capitulation was shameful. Geoff Cowan has picked up another injury trying to fight for the cause and some of his team mates need to take a long hard look at themselves for their lack of effort and pride in the shirt. Grieve’s lack of concentration during games is now becoming a real liability. The way some of his team mates just give up the ghost when faced with a deficit is startling. Results do not just arrive they have to be worked for and this squad seemed to have found that out at Christmas time but now seem to be waiting for the end of season. All credit to West Pilton Albion for a professional performance and look out the teams in the higher leagues if  they take this side lightly. 

