


Bank of Scotland Strollers 3 v 2 Redpath Albion

Albion rolled up to the Edinburgh Academy Playing Fields in good heart last Saturday for their first outing since breaking their duck in the East 2 weeks ago. There was one enforced change with John Russell replacing Billy Maloney who was missing due to work commitments.  As with a few of the other games this season, Albion came out flying and a great ball from Gomez Julia over the home defence put Kerr in after just a minute. His centre was hammered home by Crawford for his first competitive goal of the season. Albion were cutting the home defence to ribbons early on with Barr ,Crawford and Kerr producing great interplay. The Albion midfield had their pick of numerous runs and the next chance was not long in coming. Gomez Julia struck a fierce shot from 20 yards which the home centre half blocked. The rebound was well controlled by Barr but he dragged the snaphot inches wide of the far post. The home side then forced a string of corners which were all dealt with by the Albion defence. Barr then produced a classic howler when he dropped back to cover and his woeful attempt to pass to Stevenson was easily intercepted and headed towards the centre forward. Grieve decided to stay on his line and the striker lashed the ball home from 8 yards.  Albion’s midfield were still dominating with McCallum breaking up play for the other 3 to use well.  Some excellent one touch passing between Cowan, Crawford and McCallum ended with the latter setting up Barr. Unfortunately he somehow volleyed wide from 5 yards with the keepre rooted. In truth it seemed much easier to score. Albion nearly fell behind minutes later when Stevenson was dispossessed.  The home striker rounded Grieve and somehow screwed his shot wide. This was merely a delay, however, as the next attack  saw a long ball over the Albion defence being shepparded back by John Russell to his goalkeeper. Grieve tried to hoof the ball up the park instead of out for a throw and only succeeded in cracking it off the centre forward and it trundled in to the net. Albion kept creating space and a great ball through from Gary Kerr was inches away from the unmarked Barr. Stevie Crawford then went on a run which ended when he was upended in the box for as clear a penalty as you will see. Delight turned to despair as Gary Kerr’s penalty was easily saved. The rest of the half was uneventful.





Half Time 2 – 1

Albion started the second half brightly and put the home defence under pressure for the first 10 minutes but couldn’t create a real chance. Strollers then took control of the midfield and started to create chances. A mixture of good and desparate defending by Albion kept the home side at bay. From one corner Gary Kerr headed a goal bound effort away via the crossbar as the pressure mounted. Then Kerr was guilty of hand ball and the referee awarded the second penalty of the game. Kerr’s protests that he was pushed fell on deaf ears as the home striker calmly slotted the ball past Grieve. McCallum, who had been suffering from a heavy cold all week, had tired noticably and was replaced by Ferguson. Ross took over in central midfield. Then Kerr was clattered as he drove forward but the ref saw no infringement. He was unable to continue and was replaced by Weir. Albion suddenly rediscovered their fluency with about 10 minutes left as firstly Ross and then Crawford made runs in to the box. With 5 minutes left a hand ball by the home defender gave Cowan the chance to reduce the deficit but it was too little too late as Albion went down to their 8th straight league defeat.





Full Time 3 – 2

Albion’s first half performance was the best for a long while and gives huge optimism for the new year. The painful truth is that individual errors let them down on Saturday. The player/manager guilty of gifting the equaliser and missing numerous chances. The defence were unable to deal with the long ball over the top. This has been a problem since the opening game of the season and there have been numerous players in there without there being a cure. The midfield on Saturday were outstanding. Hard working and incisive with their passing. Up front Gary Kerr had his quietest game for the club but nobody give forgive him this as he has been a stick out in all his other games this season. Special mention must go to Stevie Crawford who had by far his best game for Albion on Saturday. He has decided to stop getting involved with the opposition and put in a great shift. He held the ball up superbly but still has to learn to lay it off a little quicker at times. This was not the best team we have played this season so this one really hurt!
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