


Civil Service Strollers 4 v 2 Redpath Albion




Civil Service Ground Sat 30 August 2003





Kick off 2 pm

Albion headed to their first game of the new season rocked by the loss of 4 regulars. Cowan (holiday) Huxtable & McNulty (injuries) and Irvine (unavailable). This meant that a reshaped side took to the park at the Civil Service Ground. Albion has always acquitted themselves well under adversity in the past and they started the brighter of the sides and immediately put the home side under pressure. The harrying of Barr and Stevenson up front was causing a lot of misplaced passes out of defence. No real chances came of this pressure and after 15 minutes the home side started to find their feet. Using the full width of the big pitch they started to apply some pressure of their own. A series of corners were comfortably dealt with as Crawford, playing in a marking role at the back, dominated with his heading ability. Barr also tracked the opposition centre half back to head another corner clear. Albion then struck the opener. Stevenson and Moohan exchanged passes on the right and forced a corner. From Frank Ross’ cross debutant, and arguably the smallest player on the pitch, Gary Kerr out jumped his marker to head powerfully past the home keeper. This spurred Albion on and a defence splitting pass from Barr put Frank Ross through on the keeper. His chip cleared the keeper’s outstretched hand but also the bar. Albion were now well on top and McCallum showed the level of confidence in this period by nutmegging his opponent to set Barr away to the by-line. Unfortunately his cut back was not the best and fell in between Stevenson and Gary Russell. Kerr then had a chance to make a great start to his Albion career as Gary Russell put him through. Unfortunately he stood on the ball and the defence cleared. 5 minutes before the break another dreadfully wayward pass from Barr left the Albion midfield too far up the park and the home side capitalised within 3 passes as they side footed past the helpless Grieve to level at the break.





Half Time 1 – 1

The start to the second half was a mirror image of the first with the home side starting to apply the pressure. Again, the defence was solid and Albion gradually got a grip again. McCallum was replace by Ferguson midway through the half and Stevenson dropped back in to midfield. These moves paid off within 10 minutes as Albion were awarded an indirect free kick in the penalty area. Barr measured a great ball on to Stevenson’s head and the header was in the top corner before the keeper could move. Then came the turning point as Stevenson took a heavy knock that he could not shake off. Hughes replaced him and Barr slipped back in to midfield. With 2 inexperienced strikers up front the home side were able to put wave after wave of attack together. With 9 minutes left a long throw was powerfully met by Crawford again. This time, however, it hit the back of one striker and fell perfectly for the other to smash it past Grieve for the equaliser. The Albion players were now all looking shattered and 5 minutes later Kevin Ross’ despairing challenge was adjudged illegal and a penalty was awarded. It was put away expertly. In the last minute Grieve came off his line to block another chance but the rebound fell perfectly for the onrushing Strollers player who shot home via the bar.





Full Time 4 – 2

For the first game of the season and taking in to account the call offs and injuries this was a battling performance. Had Stevenson not been forced off then Albion may have held out for the win. As it was the big park took its toll and eventually the hard work of all players on the field counted for nothing as tiredness told in the end. There were a couple of players who deserve a mention for their efforts.  Gary Kerr had as impressive a debut as has been seen. Once his match fitness is there he will be a great asset and Stevie Crawford was solid in the defence. All in all the whole team put in a great shift but it was not to be.
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