

Redpath Albion 4 v 3 Civil Service Strollers

Albion had to reshuffle the pack yet again as injury, suspension and unavailability had the squad spread thin. The timely return of John Russell, Alex Gomez Julia and Kevin Ross eased things and Albion took to the pitch determined to get some timely points on the board. Strollers started brightly and were pushing Albion back early on. Kev Ross was marshalling his back three well and there was a lot of huff and puff but no real danger. Albion had a different front line for the fifth game in succession with Barr partnered up front with Kerr and Gomez Julia. The linkage between the three looked to be potent as some neat passing led to Barr releasing Gomez Julia down the right but the cross was blocked. Then Strollers took the lead when a long ball out of defence was not dealt with properly and Waugh volleyed home from the edge of the box. Albion went looking for the equaliser and McCallum put Kerr in down the left and he forced a corner. The ball was cleared and hacked upfield and Waugh appeared to be well offside. The referee let play go on and Waugh squared for his strike partner to tap home number two for the Strollers. Albion were back in the game a few minutes later, though. Barr and Kerr linked up and laid the ball back for Russell to play it forward. Gomez Julia looked even further offside than Waugh had minutes earlier but was allowed to go on and slot the ball home from 16 yards. This lifted Albion and they were starting to dominate the midfield. McCallum chipped the ball over the defence for Barr who lifted the ball over the keeper. The post came to Strollers rescue but they couldn’t clear it and Kerr chipped the keeper from 20 yards to claim the equaliser. Albion were now well in control and Barr could have sent both Kerr and Gomez Julia clear in quick succession but his passing was woeful on both occasions. Then Albion were ahead as Crawford won a good header in midfield and Gomez Julia spotted Kerr’s great diagonal run in to the box. He put the ball in to his path and Kerr slotted it home without breaking stride. This should have been the queue for the floodgates to open but the defensive frailties were still there as Waugh took advantage of indecision in the home defence to lash home the equaliser. The half ended with Huxtable heading over from a Ferguson corner.





Half Time 3 – 3 

Albion took the lead again within two minutes of the restart. A long throw by Russell was headed on neatly by Barr for Gomez Julia who smashed the ball past the Strollers keeper. Albion kept pressing and Crawford and McCallum exchanged passes before bringing Ferguson in to the move. He picked out Barr who fired the ball across the six yard line. There was a scramble in the box but the defence managed to clear. Strollers gradually got a grip of the game and started to put the Albion rearguard under more pressure. Irvine in particular was solid and also showed composure on more than one occasion as he calmly played the ball out with the aid of Russell and McCallum. Weir replaced the tiring Russell after an hour and at this point Barr dropped back to help the midfield. Albion were the next to threaten as Barr and Crawford played a nice 1 – 2 to get space on the right. Barr’s cross found Gomez Julia at the back post but his header looped just over. As the half wore on the lack of matches and training in some of the Albion players was evident as the Strollers almost equalised with 10 minutes left. Waugh was left completely unmarked six yards out but headed well wide. Then the other Strollers striker turned Ross in the area and his fierce drive clipped the bar on the way over. Albion were still dangerous on the break and Kerr produced a great run down the left wing but his cross was just too close to the keeper. Then Gomez Julia was left in acres on the right flank but he too found the keeper with Weir and Barr unmarked in the box. The last scare for the home side came in the last minute when a corner was half cleared and a scramble ensued. Barr was in the right place to scoop the shot clear and the referee’s whistle brought a breathless game to a close.





Full Time 4 – 3

Albion can be delighted with the way they came back from two goals behind but were still a bit brittle at the back on occasions. That said, there could be no real complaints as the makeshift side produced a gritty display interspersed with some delightful football. Grieve was blameless for any of the goals and produced two great punched clearances from corners. Huxtable, Ross and Irvine looked a little rusty at times but stayed firm at the end. John Russell ran himself to a standstill for an hour and Crawford, playing in yet another position this season, was immense in the air and with McCallum spraying the passes around the two looked well suited. Kerr took his two goals with great composure and Gomez Julia’s return from a broken collar bone was rewarded with a glory double of class finishes. These two and Barr looked the most potent strike force of the season. Weir put himself about when he came on and did his part as did Lozano Martin who tackled his heart out for the last ten minutes to ensure the points stayed at Pilrig.
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Subs : Cowan, Hughes, Lozano Martin, Weir

