


Redpath Albion 2 v 2 Glenpark Thistle

Albion had Irvine, Cowan and Kevin Ross back in the squad but John Russell had picked up a back injury and was unavailable. Glenpark started the brighter and caught Albion cold as they pushed for the early breakthrough. It arrived after 5 minutes courtesy of a free kick at the edge of the area. The Glenpark midfielder fired the ball goal wards and Grieve seemed to dive under the ball and it flew in to the roof of the net. Albion took this as a wake up call and tried to get back in to the game and after swapping Frank Ross and Gavin McCallum Albion began to make inroads. Barr was dragging the two centre halves around as he tried to make space for his fellow strikers but on most occasions Weir and Lozano Martin were too distant to link up effectively. On one of the occasions Weir and Barr linked up, Barr played a neat pass inside the left back for Ferguson to chase but the shot was blocked for a corner. Ferguson’s corner was cleared by the Thistle defence. McCallum collected the clearance and chipped the ball back to Ferguson who lobbed the ball in to the box again. Barr attacked the ball but saw his header fly just over. Then Albion were forced to chase back quickly to defend the counter attack and cleared for a corner. The corner was headed clear by Stevenson and Barr picked it up midway inside his own half. He nutmegged the left back and then outpaced him drew the centre half and played in Irvine who had sprinted from defence but his shot went just wide. Albion were still having to be alert at the back as the Glenpark left winger was always a threat but Ferguson was ably backed up by Huxtable as they made sure any danger was quickly dealt with. Ross and McCallum were starting to dominate the midfield and Ross slipped a neat pass through to Barr who was fouled on the edge of the box. The keeper was still getting his wall ready when Barr took an early free kick but the keeper spotted it just in time and managed to tip it over for a corner. The resultant ball in to the box was again headed clear by the defence.





Half Time 0 – 1 

Albion replaced Weir and Lozano Martin at half time with Crawford and trialist Chris Woods and immediately started to play better from middle to front with Crawford working especially hard on the left. He was causing the right back all sorts of problems and one clever pass to Barr was adjudged to have caught the player manager just offside. Then Albion produced the move of the game to carve out the equaliser. Stevenson and Ross exchanged passes and Stevenson played the ball over the left back for Ferguson to chase. He collected the ball and drew the centre half before squaring the ball for Barr to slam it home from 6 yards out. Then a clash between Crawford and the goalkeeper resulted in Frank Ross and the Glenpark No 10 drawing handbags but the referee decide that Ross was the only player to be booked.  A couple of minutes later and it got worse for Ross as the No 10 crashed in with a wild tackle that could have caused serious injury. The red mist descended and the referee decided that Ross was to be sent off for violent conduct as he had retaliated. The Glenpark No 10 remarkably escaped with a yellow card. He was replaced a couple of minutes later. Glenpark scented victory and tried to make their extra man tell. Crawford dropped back in to midfield. Barr and Woods were still linking well and almost opened up the Thistle defence but a desperate last ditch tackle saved the day for the away side. Then Barr picked the ball up just inside his own half and spotted a great diagonal run from Woods. Barr’s lofted pass landed over the centre half and the goalkeeper charged off his line. Woods needed no second invitation and slipped it past him to put Albion in front. The opposition were stunned and Ferguson almost took advantage as Woods flicked the ball on but the keeper judged his move better and got there first. Glenpark started to push for the equaliser but found the Albion defence in stubborn mood. The midfield was dropping further and further back to assist their defensive colleagues and Barr and Woods were also doing their bit. Albion were still dangerous on the break and Woods and Barr combined again. Barr was upended 20 yards out and McCallum curled a free kick inches wide. Then Grieve produced a wonder save from point blank range as Glenpark threw everyone forward. In the last minute the midfielder who had started the scoring completed it as he went on a run past three Albion defenders before slotting the ball past Grieve for the equaliser. Albion almost found a winner in injury time as Barr broke down the left and curled the ball in to the box for Huxtable and Kerr who had evaded their markers and were looking odds on to win it. Somehow the referee saw them offside and blew before either could strike. This was the last action and the final whistle ended a cracking contest.





Full Time 2 – 2 

To lose 2 points at such a late stage was tough for Albion who again played their opposition off the park for long periods. The team produced another great performance and were extremely unlucky not to win the game. Stevenson, Huxtable and Irvine were immense at the back and McCallum ran the midfield where his imaginative passing caused havoc all day. Ferguson was outstanding on the right with some great defending and a cool head to set up the equaliser. Gary Kerr was always a threat on the left and Crawford put in a good shift for the 45 minutes he was on the pitch. Chris Woods was a threat and took his goal superbly. His signature was acquired after the game. Frank Ross was certainly not unprovoked but the lack of discipline ultimately cost his teammates two points.  
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