

West Pilton Albion 3 v 0 Redpath Albion

Having been totally outclassed a few weeks previously it could have been easy to assume that this was going to be a formality for the home side but this was not the case as Albion restored some pride on Saturday at Craig Royston School. With Cowan returning after injury and latest signing Woods available it was a different line up from the very one sided league game at Pilrig. Albion started with a purpose and was finding room down the left side with Kerr, Barr and Ferguson linking well to cause the home defence problems. From a neat 1 – 2 between Kerr and Barr, Kerr drove to the bye line and his dangerous cross was turned behind for a corner. The resultant corner was cleared. Then Ross found space on the right and put Woods through but the defence was again solid for West Pilton. Then Barr and Stevenson combined for McCallum to chip a great ball through for Kerr who prodded a left foot shot just wide. West Pilton were trying to get their own passing game into action but found the back three of Huxtable, Cowan and Crawford in uncharitable mood. Cowan in particular was the launch pad for all the good things Redpath were playing in the first half with his composed assurance and dominating presence. Time and again he would be in the right place to intercept a pass and then find an outlet to begin another attack. It was Cowan who started the move that almost got Redpath in front. He strode out of defence and fed McCallum, who in turn found Barr. He controlled the ball back for Stevenson who sent Ferguson clear. He was just picking his spot when a great last minute tackle from the centre half cleared the danger. A long clearance from Huxtable almost released Woods but the home keeper came out and attempted to clear. The ball fell to Barr who tried to lob it back first time. The centre half got in the way and the ball broke to Ferguson. He had two tries but was crowded out. Redpath were pushing forward more and more and were almost caught out when the West Pilton forward turned well on the half way line and then outpaced Crawford. His powerful shot was turned away for a corner by Grieve. It was looking like a goal would have to happen in the second half when a back pass from Barr was sliced in to the air by Grieve. He managed to get to the ball before the West Pilton striker but sliced the ball in to the air again. This time he wasn’t as lucky and the striker smashed the ball home form a couple of yards.





Half Time 1 – 0

Redpath were dealt a blow early in the second half when Cowan had to be replaced after his ankle injury flared up again. This disruption was capitalised upon as a cross from the right was headed home for West Pilton’s second. Albion were now being pressed back as the home side started to play more like their normal selves. Some neat passing moves were carving Redpath open more often but the defenders were just managing to clear. Huxtable was forced off with injury midway through the half and this meant more juggling in the Redpath ranks. West Pilton’s obvious confidence was there for all to see when the centre forward almost claimed his hat trick. Another good ball from the right was met with a spectacular bicycle kick but Grieve produced a great save. Redpath were trying to hit on the counter attack and Stevenson went on a great run down the right hand side but his cross just evaded Weir at the far post. Then a long ball out of the West Pilton defence was punched clear by Grieve. To the dismay of everyone the referee had decided that a penalty should be awarded. He had seen a foul by the Redpath goalkeeper. The spot kick was tucked away and there was no way back. Redpath tried to keep going forward but the home defence were a match for anything they tried and the game ended with West Pilton trying one last time to increase their lead but Stevenson cleared.





Full Time 3 – 0 

Nobody can fault the starting line up for their effort and determination to avenge the embarrassment of the league game. In truth they could, and should have been two goals ahead. Two individual errors knocked the stuffing out of the team. Grieve’s howler again put his team mates up against it though the keeper made up for this one to some extent with a couple of great saves as well as an assured second half display. The second error was the referee’s. How a keeper punching a ball clear can be considered foul play is amazing. Apart from that there was little between the two teams. If the team can battle like this in their last four league games they might well end up in the mid table position that would not be undeserved.

Team :



Grieve



Huxtable(Lozano Martin)Cowan(Weir)     Crawford
 

       Ross    Stevenson     McCallum     Kerr

 


       Ferguson  Barr    Woods

Subs: Weir, Lozano Martin, and Hughes   

