Glenpark Th 1 – 0 Redpath Albion

It was back to the “unlucky” form again as Albion took on the league leaders at St Augustine’s School on Saturday. There were the usual problems for the management as players called off at the last minute but the players that played showed all the spirit and pride of Albion teams of old. The formation employed also had a retro feel to it as the 3 – 4 – 3 used has been used to great effect by former Albion sides. It took Albion a good 20 minutes to get used to the new formation and in this time Glenpark were undoubtedly the better side with their crisp passing and sharpness to the ball causing all sorts of problems. The back 3 of Stevenson, Kevin Ross and John Russell were being stretched but were dealing with most of the danger. When they were not able to Gary Russell and Cowan were backing them up. A string of corners for the home side were dealt with reasonably well although the home centre half was allowed a free header from one, which went well wide. Albion’s first real opportunity came when Kerr made good headway down the right and picked out Crawford in the box. Although his marker was right on his back he controlled the ball, turned and shot in one movement. The home keeper was equal to the test and touched the rasping drive over for a corner. From this the ball broke to Barr at the edge of the box but he shot over the bar under pressure. The home side then put together a great passing move from right back to wide left. The cross was rifled home but chalked off for offside. The game was being played in a great spirit and both teams had obviously come out to play football. This was evident in Albion’s next attack. Frank Ross won possession in the centre circle and played a pass to Gary Russell. He picked out Crawford on the right. His cross was met sweetly on the volley by Barr 12 yards out. The home goalkeeper was having a great day and he denied the player/manager with a tremendous save to tip the ball round the post for a corner. By now it was end to end with Cowan probing down the right at every opportunity. Both defences were creaking but when the goal came it was from an error. The Glenpark striker chased an optimistic ball forward. It was his lucky day as Grieve failed to hold on to the ball and he prodded it home. The disappointment for Albion was there for all to see as heads went in to hands. Having been the most consistent player for Albion this season by far, this was probably Grieve’s first major error. The hard fact is, however, that when the keeper makes a mistake it normally ends up costing dear. The half time whistle came soon afterwards.





Half Time 1 – 0

After some consoling words to Grieve and a gee up form Kevin Ross at half time Albion came out the traps flying in the second half. Gary Kerr was finding more and more room wide on the left and was unlucky not to pick out Crawford with a couple of crosses. Glenpark were always dangerous on the break, however, and Grieve made some amends for the first half when he parried a fierce drive wide after an hour. Kevin Ross was now all over the park making the extra man as Albion started to assert the slick passing that was the hallmark of earlier in the season. Cowan and K Ross combined to set Barr up but the keeper denied him again with a fine save. Crawford was having a fine game at centre forward and was unlucky to see a shot blocked for a corner. Ferguson replaced Gary Russell and his pace created immediate danger as he fed Crawford. He touched the ball forward for Kerr but the defender just managed to poke it away for a corner as he was picking his spot. It was now all Albion and Barr leapt highest to nod through for Crawford. He went one on one with the keeper and the squared for F Ross. Who was adjudged offside? Glenpark were defending dourly as the fought to keep their 100% league record intact. The final chance came for Albion on the break. A Glenpark corner was cleared to Stevenson who played a 1 – 2 with Ferguson before releasing Kerr. He found F Ross who spotted Barr charging up the left. Barr ran on to a great pass and was once again foiled by the keeper who was not deceived by the slight deflection the shot took off the defender. 





Full Time 1 – 0

This was a sore one for Albion as they merited at least a draw with what is undoubtedly the best side they have come up against this season. The performance was much improved on the previous week. There were no failures! The back 3 looked much more solid with Kevin Ross prompting them and keeping them on their toes. The midfield had been moved about but still looked to create by passing rather than humping it up field. The front trio fought for everything and Crawford showed that he would be an excellent centre forward once he settled in to yet another new role. Every player put in a huge shift and almost got something. Kevin Ross deserves to be singled out for his second half performance alone that was arguably his best for the club. It can only be a matter of time before results improve.  
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Stevenson
K Ross

J Russell
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F Ross

McCallum
Cowan


Kerr

Crawford
Barr

Sub: Ferguson

