


Redpath Albion 2 v 5 Merchiston Rosebery

Another bright but cold day at Pilrig as Albion looked to extend their unbeaten run further in the East of Scotland Cup. Preparations had been upset by the loss of regular goalkeeper Leon Grieve to injury and Stephen Crawford was forced to don the gloves as his replacement. The opposition started the brighter and Albion spent the first 10 minutes chasing shadows as Rosebery found time and space to pick passes and Albion’s defence were being stretched. The opening goal was as fortunate as they come as Stevenson’s clearance was blocked by the midfielder chasing forward and flew past Crawford before he could move. This woke Albion from their slumbers and they started to find a bit more urgency and began to put pressure on Rosebery’s defence. Frank Ross’ long ball down the right channel was collected by Barr who was tackled as he made his way in to the box. Kerr met Ferguson’s corner. His header was blocked and the rebound was volleyed home by Cowan for the equaliser. Albion were level for only a couple of minutes as the referee, who had a reasonably good game, made the first of two glaring errors. Crawford controlled a long hopeful ball in to the box on his thigh and he picked it up to clear. To the amazement of all, the official awarded an indirect free kick. He later admitted that he though that Crawford had controlled the ball with his hands before he picked it up. The free kick was touched past Crawford by the Rosebery Centre Forward to restore their lead. Albion tried to up the tempo and Barr and John Russell were reading each other’s flick on's but the defenders were always able to block the efforts. Then Barr was caught on his heels as the left back took off on a run. Barr tracked him back and tried to block his shot. Unfortunately all he did was unsight Crawford. Although he got a hand to the shot he could not stop it going in. The rest of the half was spent in the Rosebery half but try as they might they could not find the right ball to get them back in the match.





Half Time 1 – 3

Albion went on the attack from the kick off as McCallum put through Barr from the kick off. The shot was blocked by the keeper and although Barr collected the rebound, he couldn’t set up John Russell and again the chance was lost. Albion were pushing Rosebery back time after time but could not find the telling ball they needed. Then Frank Ross was forced off with injury and was replaced by Weir. Huxtable the went on one of his trademark runs and his shot crashed back off the post. This was not going to be Albion’s day and that was even more evident with the referee’s second error. A long ball was in to the home teams penalty area was flicked on. The Rosebery forward shouted “leave it” but the official allowed him to collect and fire past Crawford for 1 – 4. A couple of minutes later and captain Cowan also succumbed to injury and was replaced by Kevin Ross. Albion gave themselves a lifeline as Barr got in behind the Rosebery back line and his fierce cross was turned behind his own keeper by the centre half. Albion continued to push forward and Weir was unlucky to see the keeper save his angled drive. Then Rosebery clinched the game as Albion failed to clear a corner properly and the striker shot past Crawford who was again unsighted. Hughes replaced Barr for the final seven minutes and had a firm left foot shot turned away for a corner. He met the resulting cross from Ferguson and again the keeper was equal to the effort. 





Full Time 2 – 5

This was a bad day at the office as none of the home side really got going. Crawford deserves a mention for stepping in to the goalkeeper’s jersey with no complaints and acquitted himself well. He could not be faulted for any of the goals lost. Weir did his chances no harm with a solid half hour and Hughes showed he has improved from the player he was last season as he called the keeper in to action twice in the seven minutes. All in all Merchiston Rosebery were well worthy of their victory as they were quicker to the ball, sharper in the tackle and better in front of goal. Worse for Albion were the injuries to two of the more influential of their midfielders. Close tabs will be kept on Frank Ross and Geoff Cowan for next week.
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