


Arniston FC 0 v 1 Redpath Albion

It was a cold but bright day in Gorebridge as 2 committed sides produced a rip roaring cup tie in the East of Scotland Cup. Played in the right spirit the tackles were hard but fair and it had everything. Albion made 1 change from the team narrowly defeated the previous Saturday as they went in search of that elusive first win of the season. Kevin Ross was absent due to work commitments and Stevie Crawford slipped back in to the centre half spot with Ryan Weir replacing him in attack for his first start since his return to the club.  A tactical change saw Alex Gomez Julia going in to the centre of midfield beside McCallum with Frank Ross pushing out to wide on the right. Albion started brightly and the 2 wide strikers were pressurising the home defence into hurried clearances early on. Cowan and Barr combined after 5 minutes but there were no takers in the box when Barr flashed the ball across. Kerr was taking every opportunity to attack his full back and he came in for some hefty challenges. From one Frank Ross swept in a free kick but Cowan’s header was too high. The home side then had a spell when they were they had 3 free kicks in dangerous areas. Grieve had to tip one over for a corner after 20 minutes. The Arniston captain was allowed a free header at the back post as Crawford slipped but the header went wide with Barr covering the post anyway. Some of the referee’s decisions were not to the liking of the home side and their captian and his central midfield colleague were both cautioned for saying too much. The closest to a goal in the first half came after half an hour when Albion were awarded an indirect free kick in the home penalty area. Barr touched it off to McCallum whose shot grazed the bar on the way over with the keeper watching.  Arniston then tried to step up the pressure but found Albion’s back 3 of Crawford, Maloney and Gary Russell solid and giving nothing away. 





Half Time 0 – 0

Albion came out the traps flying in the second half and immediately pushed the home side back. The home defence were clearing desparately as Cowan and Ross harried and hussled alomg with the front 3. It only took 10 minutes for the breakthrough to come. A quick throw from Cowam was hooked on by Barr. Ross gathered and chipped in to the unmarked Kerr who bulleted the header past the keeper. Albion then seemed to sit on their lead for the next 15 minutes and they allowed the home side to come back in to things. Maloney made 2 brilliant headed clearances when it looked like Albion may be rocking. Crawford was also on his toes to clear just as the forward was picking his spot. The home side then got their reward for the presure as Kerr was adjudged to have barged the Arniston winger off the ball and a penalty was awarded. Luck was on Albion’s side as the home striker dragged a feeble effort wide of the target. This lifted Albion who started to pick holes in their opponents defence. Had Barr brought his crossing boots with him the latter stages of the game may have been a bit easier. He failed on 3 occasions putting the ball in to the keepers hands every time. Ferguson replaced Weir for the last 15 minutes and almost made an immediate impact as his snap shot was blocked to safety.  The frustration was evident for the home side when the Arniston midfielder booked in the first half had a little too much to say again and was given his marching orders. The home side threw caution to the wind and went to 3 at the back on an effort to get the equaliser. This left big gaps and McCallum and Barr exchanged passes with the latter putting Ferguson clear. His shot was weak and the keeper saved easily. Then Gomez Julia sent a great ball through for Cowan but he missed the target by some distance when it seemed easier to score. Barr dropped back to help his midfield for the last 10 minutes and with everyone throwing themselves in to blocks and biting in to tackles. The final scares for Albion came right at the end when a corner was headed high by the Arniston centre forward. Grieve stood and watched as Cowan took control of the situation calmly back heading the ball away. A minute later a weak header was half fumbled by Grieve but the forward was adjudged to have pushed the keeper as he slipped the ball home. The final whistle was the signal for celebrations for Albion as the victory was confirmed.





Full Time 0 – 1

Albion can claim to have had some good luck at last as the home side missed a penalty and were unlucky to be penalised at the end for what was minimal contact on Grieve. That said, however, there were no failures in the Albion side as they scrapped and fought for every ball and gave 110% to get the win. 

Grieve had a few scares but will be heartened by his first clean sheet of the season. The back 3 were outstanding with Maloney marshalling Crawford and Gary Russell expertly. Alex Gomez Julia and McCallum rarely put a foot wrong in the centre of the park and were ably backed up by Cowan and Ross on the flanks. The front 4 worked themselves into the ground and Gary Kerr showed his class with a fine header to break the deadlock. This will hopefully be the catalyst for a good run but the same graft and willingness to work for each other has to be shown every week.

Team :



Grieve



Crawford
Maloney
G Russell


F Ross
      McCallum
        Gomez Julia
      Cowan



Kerr

Weir (Ferguson)
 Barr

Subs : Hughes, Ferguson.



