


Edinburgh University 6 v 2 Redpath Albion

As if an away tie against one of the top teams in the Premier Division wasn’t going to be tough enough, Albion were without long term injury victims Cowan & Gomez Julia with Gary Russell the latest addition to the list after snapping cruciate ligaments. Add to that the absence of assistant manager Kevin Ross, Irvine, Maloney & Rubio to work commitments and the non appearance of Hughes and the management didn’t have their troubles to seek as they shuffled the pack yet again and were left with only one substitute! It was a cold, bright day at Peffermill and the home side started brightly and took the game straight to Albion. Captain Stevenson started to marshall his defence with determination and dealt with the early pressure. Frank Ross and McCallum were having to make some strong challenges to prevent the students from making more of their possession. Albion were always going to have to rely on counter attacking and Barr was trying to link things together with the midfield. This was to give the home defence a fright after 15 minutes when Ross and Barr combined to release Crawford down the left but the defence recovered in time to clear. Then Albion goalkeeper Grieve produced a remarkable save to keep the scores level. The University winger cut in past Huxtable and fired in a fierce right foot drive which Grieve tipped on to the bar and Russell completed the clearance. Then Stevenson pushed from defence and found Ross at half way. He picked out Barr who played a clever reverse pass into space for Stevenson, who had continued his run, he tried to pick out Crawford and Kerr who had peeled to the back post. The home centre half managed to get his head to the ball and it was hacked clear. Albion suddenly started to push their opponents back and forced two corners in quick succession. The home defence stood strong and cleared the danger. Then McCallum produced a great through ball which cut the home defence apart. Barr controlled the ball and was to be disappointed as the home keeper saved his low drive with his feet. It was now a very even contest and the two sides were pushing for the opener. The students got it with ten minutes of the half remaining. Stevenson had closed the right midfielder down at the edge of the box. The driven cross struck his arm at point blank range. Amazingly, the referee pointed to the spot. The spot kick was tucked away and the students were ahead. Albion were still dangerous on the break and just before the break Barr found Ross and he picked out Crawford wide on the left. Crawford spotted Barr who was unmarked in the centre of the box but his attempted cross was mishit. So badly was it mishit that it scraped the far post and wide.





Half Time 1 – 0 

Albion came out flying at the restart and the front three were pulling the University defence all over the place. It only took 5 minutes for the equaliser to arrive. Russell’s long throw was flicked on by Crawford to Barr. He picked out Weir who had made a good diagonal run. The centre back got the challenge all wrong and this penalty was not in doubt. Weir grabbed the ball and was fortunate as the spot kick found it’s way in despite the home keeper getting a hand to it. The parity was to last a mere 30 seconds as Grieve displayed his Jeckyll and Hyde impression as he allowed a harmless ball to bounce off his chest straight to the incoming striker who tapped home. This knocked the stuffing out of Albion having worked hard to get level and they had no time to recover as the University left back turned Weir easily and strode off down the left wing he drew Ferguson and released the winger who hit the bye line before picking out the centre forward who side footed in the third. Things got worse for Albion 10 minutes later as Huxtable was exposed by a ball over the top. He chased back and tripped as he got level with the centre forward and fell on the ball. This time the penalty awarded for hand ball was correct and the penalty was again dispatched. Then Russell fed Kerr. He found Ross who picked out Barr. He split the right back and cenre half with an inch perfect pass for Kerr to run on to. His shot was well saved but Weir was in the right place to squeeze home the rebound for his second of the game. Then the students showed why they are potential champions by putting together the move of the game. It came down the right and was made up of five first time passes that cut Albion to ribbons. It ended with the striker taking a touch before lashing in their fifth. McCallum was replaced by Martin and suddenly Albion started to find their feet again. Ross and Barr combined neatly to set Weir away he eluded two defenders but fired wide. Martin and Barr then combined but the defence cleared. A free kick from Kerr narrowly avoided Barr and Weir and was saved. Then Kerr was forced to come off with injury. Having used their only available substitute Albion were down to 10 men and Barr dropped back into midfield. Albion held out until the final seconds as a corner was headed goalwards. Grieve saved but the rebound was hammered home.





Full Time 6 – 2 

This result will look like a hammering but that was not the case. For 65 minutes Albion were the equal of their more illustrious opponents. Player/manager Barr had told his team to treat this as a cup final and he got a great performance in return. John Russell was immense in defence and Frank Ross was outstanding in midfield along with McCallum. His imagination and passing ability were always a threat. Martin showed that he can be a good addition to the squad with an industrious 20 minutes. It was clear by the way that the students stepped up a gear that there is still work to do. It shows what Albion can do when the team works hard for each other. It was also evident as one or two players let their concentration slip and didn’t work for the whole 90 minutes that this will be punished by better sides. On the whole Albion can hold their heads high after this performance and will win more than they will lose if they continue working this hard.

