Redpath Albion 6 v 1 Musselburgh Utd

It was a sunny but cold Pilrig Park that saw Albion try to extend their unbeaten run in the Miller Cup on Saturday. The home side had to make one change again with player/manager John Barr replacing Tonsilitis victim Gary Kerr up front. It was the opposition who started brighter. For the first half hour they cut through Albion with ease. The were nippier and sharper to loose balls than the home side. The saving grace was that the defence again was able to deal with what was thrown at them. The neat moves from defence to midfield were often let down by overhit forward passes which went out of the park or ran through to keeper Grieve in the home goal. The Albion back line were so solid that Musselburgh’s strike force were forced to shoot from long range. Grieve was not troubled by any. Albion sparked to life after 30 minutes when Russell cushioned the ball back to Barr at the edge of the box. His left foot cross was inches away from the inrushing Crawford. A couple of minutes later and Albion were in front. Frank Ross showed great persistence and played a lovely ball inside the full back for Barr. His first time chip was headed home by Crawford. Two minutes later Barr and John Russell played a neat 1 – 2 to put Barr in behind the defence again. The centre half pulled him down and the referee had no hesitation in pointing to the spot. Cowan was cool and sent the keeper the wrong way to make it 2 – 0. Albion’s confidence was dented just before the break when a quick free kick caught everyone napping and the striker headed past Grieve to reduce the defecit. Then a corner was knocked goalwards only for Barr to clear off the line. Stevenson completed the clearance. The half time whistle gave both sides a chance to catch their breath. 





Half Time 2 – 1

The second half began with a scare for the home defence as Stevenson intercepted a wayward pass. He tried to head back to Grieve but it was a bit short. Grieve’s charge off his line was enough to pressure the striker to lob wide. Albion then were unlucky not to increase their lead when McCallum picked out Barr wide on the right and he fired in a diagonal ball for Crawford but he misjudged the cross and the chance was lost. Crawford made up for this 5 minutes later when he finished off the best move of the game. Frank Ross found Cowan who picked out John Russell. His lay off was smashed home from 20 yards by Crawford via the far post. The opposition were not finished yet and put Albion under pressure with two free kicks on the edge of the area. The first was fired wide but the second was brilliantly struck and looked as if it was heading in to the top corner only for Crawford to head in clear via the crossbar. The hard working John Russell was replaced with 20 minutes to go by new signing Noah Rubio and he was immediately involved as he danced past a couple of challenges before curling a shot at goal. The keeper misjudged the bounce but managed to touch it on to the post. Frank Ross was on hand and neatly chipped it home from six yards to make it 4 – 1. Then a good run from Barr forced a throw close to the area. McCallum launched it into the box where Cowan flicked it on. Barr was unmarked at the back post but the keeper got his finger tips to the ball and averted the danger. Barr was replaced by Weir after 83 minutes and he almost scored with his first touch Ferguson’s corner found him and his powerful header was blocked on the line. Crawford was the first to react and finished neatly for his first ever hat trick. If Weir’s luck was bad then it was good in injury time when Frank Ross was set up by Cowan only to slice the shot. Weir didn’t know much about what happened next as the ball hit his head and flashed in to the net with the keeper helpless.





Full Time 6 – 1

The result perhaps flattered Albion a bit as their opposition were well organised and passed the ball about very well in spells. Their downfall was in the final third. As for the home side, this was by far the best team performance of the season. The defence were outstanding and Stevenson marshals his back line with authority. Captain Cowan keeps the midfield on their toes and is ably backed up by McCallum and Frank Ross. Ferguson is getting more confident by the game while Crawford is showing that his hunger for goals in immense. John Russell used his height and strength superbly against two taller centre backs and was always a nuisance. Rubio showed again that he will be a great asset to the side and Weir was rewarded, if a touch fortunately, with his first goal of the season.
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Subs : Rubio, Weir, Hughes, Kevin Ross

