


Redpath Albion 4 v 3 Cabrera Athletic



            Pilrig Park, Sat 13 Sept 2003, 1 30 kick off

Cabrera Athletic were the visitors for the traditional September Weekend Challenge.  Both teams were determined to play football although there was a stiff breeze and this was at the back of Albion in the first half. From the first whistle Albion put their opposition under pressure and Barr and Moohan up front were giving the defence no peace. Frank Ross, Cowan & McCallum were dictating things in midfield and this created the first chance for Moohan after 10 minutes. He outpaced his marker but the shot was just wide. Cabrera had their first chance after 20 minutes when they forced a corner. The ball was only half cleared but the shot from the edge of the box flew high and wide. Albion went back on the attack and eventually got some reward, if in strange circumstances. Ross found himself with space out wide and attempted to cross. He mishit the ball but it evaded the outstretched boots of both Cowan and Barr and wrong footed the Cabrera goalkeeper to nestle in the far corner for the opener. 5 minutes later Albion were awarded an indirect free kick in the penalty area. Ferguson touched the ball for Stevenson who smacked the crossbar with his effort. Cabrera were still dangerous on the break and first Crawford and then John Russell had to look lively to clear danger in their own box while under pressure. Cabrera were finishing the half the stronger and forced a string of 6 corners in succession, which the home defence coped with admirably. 

Half Time 1 – 0

Cabrera had the wind behind them for the second half and started brightly. They were putting more and more pressure on the home defence but Stevenson, Crawford and Russell looked solid. When the equaliser came it had a touch of good fortune for the away side as a clearance rebounded off the unlucky McCallum in to the path of the Cabrera forward who tucked it away neatly. 2 minutes later Albion were behind when a cross from the right struck John Russell’s left hand and the referee had no hesitation in pointing to the spot. Although Grieve got a hand to the resultant spot kick he could not keep it out. Last season this would have signalled a crisis in the Albion ranks but not this time. It was the wake up call needed. The midfield 5 got a grip of the midfield again and Ferguson was becoming a bigger and bigger influence on the right flank. He started the move, which led to the equaliser. He drove down the right and slipped the ball to Ross who found Cowan in space. His vision picked out Kerr on the left. His cross struck the arm of a defender and the referee pointed to the spot again. Kerr kept his cool to score for the second game in succession. 5 minutes later Albion were ahead again. Barr forced a corner that was not properly cleared. Ferguson hooked the ball back over the top where Cowan and Kerr had evaded the offside. Cowan steadied himself before lashing the ball home. Albion drove on and Ross released Barr a couple of minutes later with a great pass but his first time effort flew inches past the far post. Kerr then beat 3 defenders before cutting the ball back for Barr to tap in. Inexplicably the referee chopped it off for offside. Then Cabrera equalised against the run off play. A long throw bounced about the penalty area before being stabbed past the helpless Grieve. It was end-to-end stuff now with both teams looking for the winner. Barr was alive at the far post from a corner when the Cabrera defender was allowed a free header and headed off the line. The winner arrived with a couple of minutes to go. Ferguson played a 1-2 with Ross and then put a slide rule pass through for Barr. He didn’t have to break stride and slid the ball in off the far post. There was still a scare for Albion in the dying seconds when a great cross was brilliantly headed clear by John Russell just as the striker was picking his spot.

Full Time 4 – 3

This was a good all round performance from the lads with everyone putting in a great shift. A draw would not have portrayed the true dominance of the game that Albion had for long periods, though it is a testament to the quality of the opposition that they were never out of the game. Paul Ferguson merits a mention, as he was outstanding on the right with Gary Kerr likewise on the left. Davy Moohan has shown that he has the ability and discipline to be a danger up front while Steve Crawford settled in to his centre half role with ease. John Russell gets better by the game and Frank Ross has forged a great midfield partnership with Geoff Cowan.
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