


Whitburn Athletic 2 v 3 Redpath Albion 

The teams two bottom clubs met at Bathgate Sports Centre and it was Albion who came away with the points…….JUST!! The home side were looking for a lift having toiled hard all season and were not afraid to work. Albion started a little slowly but had the first chance. Lozano Martin broke down the left and the ball was cleared for a throw. McCallum launched the ball in to the box where Barr outjumped his defender but the header went just wide. Whitburn’s nippy attackers were pulling Albion’s back line about but their experience was evident as Grieve was not called upon to make a save. Frank Ross and McCallum started to find their feet and slowly Albion began to get on top. Lozano Martin and Woods were willing runners out wide and the Whitburn full backs were being pressured into desparate last ditch tackles. Woods linked up with Ross and Ferguson after twenty minutes to release Barr who fought through one challenge and prodded in a shot but the keeper saved. Then Albion’s passing game came alive to open the scoring. Stevenson lofted the ball forward where Woods controlled. He fed Frank Ross who put a perfect left foot pass in for Barr. He didn’t have to break stride as he fired in a powerful effort. The ball squeezed through the keeper’s legs and crept goalwards. Woods was alert and followed up to smash it home. Then Ferguson played a neat pass for Frank Ross who then exchanged passes with Kerr just inside the box. Unfortunately, he dragged the shot just wide. Then Albion increased their lead in style. Ferguson’s quick throw picked out Woods who neatly turned the left back before chipping the ball on for Barr to outstrip the centre half before cutting the ball back for McCallum to smash a great low drive in to the far corner for his first goal of the season. The home side then started to push themselves forward and forced series of three corners in succession. Frank Ross headed the first clear before Grieve punch the next one away. Then Huxtable and Kevin Ross were cool in the box to 1 – 2 the ball to safety. 





Half Time 0 – 2

Albion were warned by assistant boss Cowan at half time not to allow their younger opponents back in and to push for more goals. This is what they did with Lozano Martin’s strong running causing the right back loads of problems and he was soon replaced. Kerr and Lozano Martin then exchanged neat passes to allow Kerr to drive to the goal line and force a corner. The cross in was punched clear by the home keeper and was hacked to safety. Ten minutes in to the second half and Albion were three ahead. Stevenson fed Frank Ross who slotted a good ball through for Barr. He slipped a neat pass out to the left for Woods whose first time cross was headed home by Frank Ross who had continued his run. Barr went close a couple of minutes later after a long clearing header from Stevenson eluded the two centre halves. His early shot went just wide. Then Woods forced the home keeper in to a save at his near post after being set up by Ferguson. At this point Lozano Martin was replaced by Crawford and a couple of minutes later Woods picked up an ankle knock and was replaced by Hughes. This seemed to upset Albion’s rhythm and the home side started to push forward again. They got themselves a lifeline with twenty minutes left. The Whitburn forward neatly turned Huxtable at the goal line and squared the ball for his fellow striker to smash past Grieve. Lifted by their goal Whitburn started to play some neat stuff and were now on top. Then they gave themselves a great chance to get something from the game after a fortuitous break. A long ball in to the Albion box was won well by Ferguson. The header hit the back of the Whitburn attacker and allowed him to prod it along the six yard line where the midfielder stretched out to toe poke it home. Albion were then forced to shuffle the side about after Kevin Ross picked up a foot injury. Having used the two subs available he was put up front alongside Barr and McCallum went into the back three. A long clearance was latched on to by Barr. He powered in to the box before bringing the best out of the home keeper with a fierce left foot drive. This took the pressure off Albion for a while and they seemed to regain a bit of composure. Barr got free again and his shot was blocked for another corner. The corner was cleared by the centre half. The last few minutes were frenetic but Albion held firm to leave with the points.





Full Time 2 – 3

This was a workmanlike performance by Albion who almost threw away a three goal lead through complacency. Having fought themselves in to a strong position they took their foot off the pedal and were unable to lift themselves again before losing two scrappy goals. That said, there were great performances from the front three. Lozano Martin was outstanding on the left with his strong running and accurate passing causing problems on numerous occasions. Woods has now got a goal-a-game record to defend as he showed superb control and strong running. Ferguson’s box to box running showed his increased fitness and his crossing was always a danger. Kerr put in a great shift out left in midfield and was always available. Captain Stevenson marshalled his defence well  while McCallum’s usual strong performance was rewarded with his first goal of the season. Keeper Grieve deserves  mention for a concentrated performance which was a massive increase on the previous week.
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